
Key Dates- Year 13
28th September 2023 - Year 13 reports home
2nd October - Conservatoire deadline
12th October- Year 13 Parents Evening 
(online)
16th October: Early UCAS deadline 
(Med/Vet/Oxbr etc.)
21st October – half term begins
30th October – back to school
27th November - 8th December - Year 13 
Internal Progression Exams
22nd December – last day of term; internal 
UCAS deadline

5th January – Inset (training day)
8th January - students return to school
January: BTEC external exams
31st Jan: UCAS deadline
15th February - Year 13 reports home
17th February – half term starts
26th February - return to school
29th March – Easter holiday (Good Friday)
15th April – Inset (training day)
16th April - students return to school
May 2024 - Last day of school TBC
May/June: A Level and BTEC external exams
26th June - National Contingency Day
5th July - Year 13 Prom
15th August: BTEC and A Level results day
22nd August: GCSE Results day
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Year 13 Info Evening
Thursday 14th September 2023



SWA Sixth Form 
Successes

Mr L Huckle
Associate Principal - Head of Sixth Form 



KS5 Results (with BTEC in brackets)
C+ APS 33.5 = highest ever
Dist- APS 30.3 = highest ever (outside covid)

% 2018 2019 2020 - CAGs 2021 - TAGs
2022 - not yet 

back to pre 
COVID levels

2023

A*-A or 
equiv. 22 (26) 17 (21) (28) (39) 26 (35) 18 (26)

A*-B or 
equiv. 48 (52) 41 (47) (53) (64) 60 (70) 44 (56)

A*-C or 
equiv. 75 (76) 66 (74) (80) (87) 84 (90) 75 (82)

A*-E or 
equiv 98 (98) 97 (98) (99) (99) 99 (99) 99 (99)



KS5: Central Bedfordshire Sixth Form Exam Results

www.samuelwhitbread.org.uk

2023 2022  +/-
SWA 195 C+ 153 B- 2.91

159 C+ 117 B 5.38

144 C+ 160 C+ -1.25

194 C 211 B- -2.01

120 C- 142 B- -5.42

72 C- 68 C+ -1.39

73 C- 65 C -1.00

32 D 47 C -4.68

9 D- 18 D+ -1.32



Mrs Hoad
Assistant Head of Sixth Form

Head of Year 13



Expectations for Year 13● 8.20am every morning – enrolled as full-time students; registration is covering 
statutory aspects

● Dress code and lanyard
● Organisation – planning, resources (e.g. folder), using non-teaching periods; 

effective study techniques
● Attendance – punctuality, and report illness/appointments/driving tests
● Leave of Absence form - to book time off
● cbonham@bestacademies.org.uk 01462 628065
● Communication – using/checking/sending emails
● Car park - and parking permit
● Financial support: Bursary forms
● First point of contact: Form Tutor
● Sanctions: B1, Sixth Form Penalty Hour, Academic Referrals, behaviour policy
● Praise and rewards
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Money and very important dates ……
October/November: UCAS: £27

December: Hoodies order: £25

January: Yearbook: £5

February: Prom: deposit £5 then 

March: Prom: remainder: £20

Exam schedules: Provisional for summer 2024

National Contingency Day: 26th June 2024

Prom: Friday 5th July
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UCAS PROCESS



What has happened so far?
● Attended UCAS event at London ExCel in March
● Many have been to university open days
● Students have started the online UCAS application process (Next 

Steps Day summer term 2023)
● Students should have been working on their first draft of their 

Personal Statement 
● And also have registered with the apprenticeship website
● Resources have been shared with them on their google classroom
● And form tutors are starting to mentor them through the process
● NB - degree level apprenticeships - some companies/providers run 

their applications through UCAS - so every student has registered 
and created an account
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What happens next?
● For most students we are working towards a Christmas deadline 

to send all UCAS applications off: 22nd December 2023
● Official deadline= 31st January 2024
● For most courses - universities make offers as applications come 

in; offers will not be moved up but may be revised during 2024

2nd October 2023 at 6pm 16th October 2023 at 6pm 31st January 2024 at 6pm

Applications for Music 
Conservatoires 

Applications for Oxbridge

Applications for medicine, 
veterinary 

medicine/science, and 
dentistry

Applications for most 
universities and courses
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What happens next?
Applications for Music 

Conservatoires 
Applications for Oxbridge

Applications for medicine, 
veterinary 

medicine/science, and 
dentistry

Applications for most 
universities and courses

These students should already be working with 
Miss Corbishley as part of The Society. 
Personal Statements should be done.
Miss Corbishley is assisting with checking and 
preparing tutor references
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What happens next?
Applications for Music 

Conservatoires 
Applications for Oxbridge

Applications for medicine, 
veterinary 

medicine/science, and 
dentistry

Applications for most 
universities and courses

These students will work 
with their form tutor to 
develop their personal 
statement and their tutor 
will prepare their reference
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Courses and institutions - What and Where?
● This will likely be the biggest decision our young people have had to 

make - what do I study?  And where do I go?
● They can choose up to 5 courses. Applications are blind so each 

university will not know any other choices that have been made
● How to pick the right courses and universities?

○ Open days and visit the town/city/area
○ Speak with friends, family, neighbours, teachers
○ Produce a ‘university search spreadsheet’ with your own tailor 

made ranking system
○ Do not only use published ranking systems - try to be more specific 

for your particular subject; consider employability, student 
satisfaction, as well as academic rankings

Visit
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Contexualised Admissions and widening access
https://www.ucas.com

Contextual information and data can be used by universities and colleges to assess an applicant’s 
achievement and potential in light of their educational and socio-economic background. This is called 
contextualised admissions, and the aim is to form a more complete picture of the characteristics of an 
individual applicant.

Contextualised admissions may encourage aspirational applications to higher education, and can help 
explain why a student has received a certain offer. It seeks to identify those applicants with the greatest 
potential to succeed on the course. It is also commonly used to inform support provision at other stages 
of the application process, and once a student has enrolled.

Advice: Complete all the relevant application fields in full. 

E.g. SEN information; information about parents background.

Additional financial support may be available once enrolled at university - so we would encourage 
applications to be made with all appropriate information.
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New for 2024
School context statement - which will be the same for all students applying from SWA

Samuel Whitbread Academy is a large (1690 students) rural comprehensive school, with 465 
students in the Sixth Form. The Sixth Form recruits primarily from our in-school year 11 
cohort but we are increasingly attracting students from further afield. Typically, students 
take three A levels or combine A level study with a BTEC/Applied course. As part of the 
student’s application to the Sixth Form, students have an open application and are not 
restricted on course combinations, therefore students can opt to take a combination of A 
levels and BTEC/Applied Level 3 course if they wish. The EPQ, Mathematical Studies and A 
Level Further Mathematics qualification are additional options open to students alongside 
other timetabled enrichment opportunities. The Sixth Form offers KS5 programmes of study 
in 37 subjects where entry requirements ensure a comprehensive entry. Students need to 
achieve five grade 5s to study A Levels and four grade 4s to study BTECs. Each course has its 
own individual requirements related to grades and an Average Points Score. Students sit 
rigorous Internal Progression Exams (IPEs) at the end of Year 12; this data, together with 
students’ performance throughout year 12 and the first half term of year 13, is used to 
formulate the UCAS predicted grades.
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New for 2024
Individual Extenuating circumstances comment

Students in care or care leavers

Young carers

Significant obstacles during their time in education

Significant barriers to achieving their potential

Approximately 10% of our cohort

Written in conjunction with, and with the consent of the student

GDPR rules apply to all stages of their application
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Helping to check applications…
1. Use personal email, not school email
2. Nominated access. This is an option for students to allow a 

parent/guardian to access and respond to UCAS on students 
behalf: useful if student is away and unreachable on results day, 
or may need support with phone calls.  Most students do not 
nominate access.

3. Upper/Secondary School and Sixth Form are the only schools that 
need to be added. All GCSEs (Level 2) and A Level/BTECs (Level 3) 
will need to declared; music and drama/dance grades 6 and above 
can also be added.

4. Also can add in other qualifications such as Duke of Edinburgh - if 
in doubt, ask.

5. Student finance option= 2nd option ‘student finance services’
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Final step: Book appointment with Miss Collins
● When everything is ready - students need to then book an 

appointment - Miss Collins (6th form administrator)
● They can do this in person in the 6th form office, or by email 

lcollins@bestacademies.org.uk 
● These appointments will be with either Mr Tonking, Mr Huckle or 

Mrs Hoad and will be during a staff free period. 
● They must have completed all stages of the application AND paid 

and sent before the meeting occurs.  £27.50 - School does not 
pay.

● Nothing gets sent to the universities until the school has 
completed the checking meeting.

● When everything is checked and the student is happy - then the 
final send button is clicked! 19
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Entrance tests (Oxford and Cambridge and others)
Registering for your testing is your responsibility
The exams office will help
Visit them before the end of Friday this week!

For each course you are intending to apply for you need to check the entry 
requirements in the university prospectus.

E.g. Maths at university - not just Oxford requires the MAT
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Finance and planning
Student loans - tuition and maintenance

March/April 2024 - how to apply, and finance/budgeting/planning ahead

Maintenance loan: Parent household income - means tested 

Repayments: consider repayments as an additional small tax on income

Student loans do not have the same consideration as unsecured loans or 
personal credit card debt

Take professional independent financial advice if you are considering 
assisting with financing university ‘privately’.  
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PERSONAL 
STATEMENTS

Mr Lee Huckle
Head of Sixth Form

lhuckle@bestacademies.org.uk

mailto:lhuckle@bestacademies.org.uk


What do universities look for in a personal statement?

Students who will complete the course (retention)
Students who will contribute to the course, the department and the university

  - Teamwork, flexibility, interest in wider world and evidence of an active life
Students who will enhance the university’s reputation – this can be achieved through extra curricular activities you 
have been involved in to date (year 12 debates, clubs, American exchange) as well as what you can give to the 
university.

Advice:
Resources are available on their yeargroup google classroom and UCAS website

Do not use AI or google searches to source written passages for your personal statement
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ALTERNATIVE 
ROUTES

Miss Emma Foreman
Careers Leader SLT

eforeman@bestacademies.org.uk
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Thank you for coming
Should you wish to speak with a member of the team please do email;

Sixth Form Team
Mr L Huckle – Associate Principal – Head of Sixth Form
Mrs S Hoad – Assistant Head of Sixth Form – Year 13
Mr C Tonking - Assistant Head of Sixth Form – Year 12
Mrs C Bonham – Pastoral, Attendance and Academic Support Officer
Miss L Collins – Sixth Form administration, bursary and admissions
Mrs R Jackman – Head of Sixth Form Enrichment
Miss A Corbishley – HPA Inclusion & Diversity Lead
Miss L Freeman – Careers and apprenticeships advice
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Key Dates- Year 13
28th September 2023 - Year 13 reports home
1st October - Conservatoire deadline
12th October- Year 13 Parents Evening 
(online)
15th October: Early UCAS deadline 
(Med/Vet/Oxbr etc.)
21st October – half term begins
30th October – back to school
27th November - 8th December - Year 13 
Internal Progression Exams
22nd December – last day of term; internal 
UCAS deadline

5th January – Inset (training day)
8th January - students return to school
January: BTEC external exams
25th Jan: UCAS deadline
15th February - Year 13 reports home
17th February – half term starts
26th February - return to school
29th March – Easter holiday (Good Friday)
15th April – Inset (training day)
16th April - students return to school
May 2024 - Last day of school TBC
May/June: A Level and BTEC external exams
26th June - National Contingency Day
5th July - Year 13 Prom
15th August: BTEC and A Level results day
22nd August: GCSE Results day
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