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Paper 2, Option 2H.1:
.:._m Cm> nwwwo mm U003~ Gcmﬁ m:a recovery

Overview
This option comprises a study in depth of economic and social
change in the USA from the post-war boom of the 1920s, through
depression, recovery and war, to the nﬂm:mmoﬂamn_o: of many
aspects of US society in the years immediately after 1945.
Students will gain an in-depth understanding of economic change
and its long-term effects, the growing demands by black
Americans for social equality, and the cultural changes driven by
individuals and by technological change.

,.J. :A.J o

...RIq.Mrerm) .ﬁWr& »{u.w.m”.
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5 r‘.nr.u EEEEE

° jr,m mno:o_.:mn boom of the 1920s: mass production;
n..mm_.: ’ technological advances and their impact on leisure; the
1920-29 automobile; hire purchase; laissez faire; farmers, black

Americans and limits to the boom.

+ Causes of the crash of 1929: the Wall Street Crash;
overproduction; land speculation; the bull market;
weaknesses of the banking system.

« Changes in society; immigration and the *Red Scare’; the Ku
Klux Klan; prohibition and organised crime; the changing role
of women.

o Cultural change in the 1920s: the Jazz Age; the Harlem
Renaissance; growing popularity of baseball; radio and the
cinema; American literature.

2 Depression s The spread of the depression, 1929-32: growth of
and New Deal, unemployment; collapse of GDP; effects on workers,
1929-38 families, farmers and ethnic minorities; ‘gangsterism’.

Hoover's response to the depression, 1929-33: the Smoot-
Hawley Tariff; homelessness and the Hoovervilles; the
Reconstruction Finance Corporation; Emergency Relief and
Construction Act 1932.

Roosevelt and the First New Déal, 1933-35: emergency
relief; public works; the alphabet agencies; help for farmers;
reforming the financial system; opposition to Roosevelt's
policies, including Huey Long and the Supreme Court.

s The Second New Deal, 1935-38: the Wagner Act 1935; the
Social Security Act 1935; the Revenue Act 1935; opposition

3 Haumnn of
the New Deal
and the Second
World War on
the USA to
1945

The New Deal and _Sm economy: the _Bnmnn of New Umm_
policies on unemployment and national infrastructure;
women and the New Deal, including the role of Eleanor
Roosevelt; the state of the US economy in 1940.

The impact of the New Deal and the war on ethnic minorities:
New Deal policies and black Americans; the Indian
Reorganisation Act 1934; change for hispanic Americans; the
contribution of ethnic minorities to the war effort; the race
riots of 1943; the Double V campaign.

Social and cultural changes: WPA support for writers and
musicians; changes in the role of women, including impact of
the Fair Employment Practices Commission on the status of
women and black Americans; wartime domestic propaganda;
the power of Hollywood, including war films and the rise of
Disney; the growing power of radio; popular music.

The war and the economy, 1941-45: the collapse of
unemployment; women and the war effort; the contribution
of young people; growing power of trade unions; migration
to urban and industrial centres; the growth of new industries.

4 The
transformation
of the USA,
1945-55

Economic transformation: changing employment
opportunities; government policies to encourage growth; the
provision of mortgages for veterans; growing mobility,
including cars and highway construction; the growth of the
suburbs; Levittown projects; the new consumer society.

The end of post-war euphoria: HUAC, McCarthyism and their
impact; anti-communism and the Cold War context; the
reality of the nuclear age, including Ethel and Julius
Rosenberg.

Cultural change: Hollywood and the Cold War; the growing
power of television, including popular entertainment and
sitcoms, the stereotyping of women and ethnic minorities;
the origins of a teenage culture, including rock’n’roll.

The changing status of minorities: Truman’s desegregation of
the armed forces; extent of integration in professional sports
and popular entertainment; the growth of the NAACP; the
Brown case 1954; the extent of change by 1955.

to the Second New Deal.
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H

Overview

oursework

The purpose of this coursework is to enable students to develop
skills in the analysis and evaluation of interpretations of history in
a chosen question, problem or issue as part of an independently
researched assignment.

The focus is on understanding the nature and purpose of the
work of the historian. Students will be required to form a critical
view based on relevant reading on the question, problem or
issue. They will also be specifically required to analyse, explain
and evaluate the interpretations of three historians.

The coursework will be assessed using a centre-set assignment.
Assignments must meet the requirements detailed below. An
assignment framework is provided to support the development of
individual assignments.

i 73
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« First assessment: May/June 2017. L
« The examination lasts 1 hour 30 minutes and is marked out of "
40. E

+ Students answer two questions: one from Section A and one
from Section B.

« Section A comprises one compulsory question for the option
studied that assesses the ability to analyse and evaluate source
material that is primary and/or contemporary to the period
(AO2) and target content specified in one or more Key topics
for the relevant option.

Questions will be based on two sources that together total
approximately 400 words.

« Section B comprises a choice of two essay questions that
assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) and target
content specified in the Key topics for the relevant option.
Questions may cross the Key topics.

Any AO1 concepts may be targeted (i.e. causation,
consequence, change, continuity, similarity, difference,

significance).

* See Appendix 3: Codes for a description of this code and all other codes relevant
to this qualification.

The sample assessment materials can be found in the Pearson Edexcel Level 3
Advanced GCE in History Sample Assessment Materials document (ISBN
9781446912492).
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First assessme
The examination lasts 2 hours 15 minutes and is marked out of
60.

Students answer three questions: one from Section A, one from

Section B and one from Section C.

Section A comprises one compulsory question that assesses

the ability to analyse and evaluate source material that is

primary and/or contemporary to the period (AO2) and targets
content specified in the Key topics within the Aspects in depth
for the relevant option.

Questions will be based on a source that is approximately 350

words long, and students will be required to analyse and

evaluate it in relation to two related enquiries.

« Section B comprises a choice of two essay questions that
assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) and target
content specified in Key topics within the Aspects in depth for
the relevant option. Questions may cross the Key topics.

Any AO1 concepts may be targeted (i.e. causation,
consequence, change, continuity, similarity, difference,
significance).

« Section C comprises a choice of two essay questions that
assess understanding of the period in breadth (AO1) and target
content specified in Themes within the Aspects in breadth for
the relevant option. Questions may cross the Themes.
Questions will target change over periods of at least 100 years,
focusing on:

» the process of change (factors bringing it about)
» the extent of change; or
« the impact of change; or

% = patterns of change (turning points).

* See Appendix 3: Codes for a description of this code and all other codes relevant
to this qualification.

The sample assessment materials can be found in the Pearson Edexcel Level 3
Advanced GCE in History Sample Assessment Materials document (ISBN
9781446912492).
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Welcome to History A- Level this is your first assignment - make it your absquTe best work!

Part one

Paper 1 Britain transformed 1918-1979 — Summer Assignment

- - _You need to create a-detailed timeline of British governments, elections; party in power and Prime Ministers -

~ e | have given an example below with the first two General Elections. You must use these headings.

"~ o This mustbe detailed and of high quality. We will be referring to this throughout the British History cotirse. -

| Period General Elections | Party in power Prime Minister Major events
(with results) (or coalition) (with dates in power)
Inter-war December 1918 1918-1922 Coalition 1918-1922 David Lloyd George | End of WW1
Conservative 379
1918-1939 Liberal 272
Coalition Liberal 127
Sinn Fein 73
Labour 42
Independent Ireland 1922
November 1922 1922-23 Conservative Andrew Bonar Law 1922-23
Conservative 379
Labour 142
Liberals (Asquith) 62
Liberals (Lloyd-George) 53
Second World
War
1939-1945
Early post-war
1945-1964
Later post-war
1964-1979
Part two

David Lloyd George Stanley Baldwin — Ramsay MacDonald Winston Churchill - Clement Attlee — Anthony Eden -

. Write a b_uIlet.—pbi_htbipgraphy_'o.f.the.fOIlowi"n.'g_Efrime.Ministers i L © SR s

Harold Macmillan = Harold Wilson — Edward Heath — James Callaghan — Margaret Thatcher

* Include background, education, becoming party leader, elections won and lost, time as prime minister,
e The biography should be at least half a side of Adeach = . .
e All of the above work can be hand-written or word-processed. =

Britain has an amazing history in the twentieth century, and we explore issues from Prime Ministers to Punk! We explore
politics, economics, changing workplace, the welfare state, health, education, social class and changing values, women,
immigration, living standards, popular culture, travel and leisure and Margaret Thatcher and the Eighties.

‘ M.c'tke. ThIS w-or"k-ae"ra.i-ledy ar.id“dlvj'solﬁfelx; your '.l.oes"r work |

.Next year

I look forward to'working with you'on the Britain transformed course. - -
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