
Welcome to A Level Product 
Design 

Mrs Sherman 



Course Outline  

2 year course!    
Year 12 building skills              

Year 13 exams and submission of 
coursework 

50% weighting Coursework 
50% weighting Exam 

Contribution to cover the materials each year  



Coursework Information   
• Substantial design and make task; e.g. more complex 

than GCSE project. 
• Free choice of personal theme.
• 50% weighting of the course
• 45hrs guided time and 100 marks (Equivalent to 200 

UMS)
• Expected to work towards getting a grade A in the 

coursework
• Iterative design process approach to portfolio and some 

practical work
• Folio approx. 45 A3 pages 
• Exploration, sketching, designing, making, analysis and 

evaluation areas to cover. 
• High level of designing techniques 



Exemplar work  



Exemplar work  



You will need Maths at grade C. You will need to learn some maths formulae and will 
be given extra equations in the exam paper. 

Paper 1 
2.5  hour Exam  
• Technical principles
• Maths and science skills contribute 15%
• 120 marks and 30% of A Level

Paper 2
1.5 hour Exam  
• Designing and making principles (Specialist Knowledge)
• Product Analysis 30 marks

(6 Short answers based on products)
• Commercial manufacture 50marks

(Mixture of short answers and extended responses).
• Maths and science skills contribute15%
• Mixture of short answers, multiple choice and extended response.
• 80 marks and 20% of A Level

Exam Information   



Course Trips

• Design talks in November in London. 
Lectures from Designers showcasing their work.  
E.g. Paul Smith, Wayne Hemingway, Jaguar have 
featured. 

• New Designers in July in London. 
Showcasing university students work and 
meeting universities. Design area, e.g.  
Architecture, set design, furniture design 
etc.

• The trips will run depending on student 
commitment. 



Some suggested shops and museums in London

Heals - Tottenham Court Road
Underground – Goodge St
Opposite habitat

Conran Shop – Fulham Road or Marylebone High Street
Underground – South Kensington/ Baker street

Geffrye Museum 
Underground – Old street Station 
Time line of Furniture

V&A Museum 
Underground - South Kensington

Design Museum – 224-238 Kensington High St, 
Kensington, London W8 6AG
Underground - High Street Kensington 



Post A Level 
If studied with other appropriate subjects it can lead to the following career paths after 
University.

• Architecture
• Product Design 
• Industrial Design 
• Computing
• Sports Design
• Furniture Design 
• Model Maker
• Film Prop Design
• Lighting Design
• Interior Design
• Design Ergonomics
• DT Teacher
• Lecturer 
• Stage Set Designer
• Carpenter
• Cabinet maker
• And many more



Expectations
• Have an interest in Design and the subject
• Required to put in ongoing allocated hours outside of 

lesson time. In addition, coming back at lunch time, free 
periods and after school to finish off practical work

• Equipment
• Behaviour and Language
• Good Attitude to Learning
• Independent Learning
• Taking responsibility for your actions!.
• Taking on board feedback and implementing in your 

work.
• Homework to be completed on time. 
• Buy the required theory book 
• To put in extra theory from GCSE if you have no previous 

knowledge. 



Any questions?



Task  


