
 PHILOSOPHY RELIGION AND ETHICS A LEVEL SUPER-CURRICULAR 

AIMING FOR THE TOP AND ASPIRING HIGH 

 

 

Reading Tasks 

 
Books by the author Peter Vardy 

▪ The Puzzle of Ethics by Peter Vardy.  
▪ Bible Matters by Peter and Charlotte Vardy 
▪ God Matters by Peter and Charlotte Vardy 
▪ The Puzzle of Christianity by Peter Vardy.  
▪ The Puzzle of Sex by Peter Vardy.   

 
Books by Richard Dawkins 

▪ The Selfish Gene by Richard Dawkins.  
▪ The God Delusion by Richard Dawkins..  

 
Other important reads... 

▪ Republic by Plato.  
▪ Theories of Ethics edited by Phillipa Foot 
▪ Practical Ethics by Peter Singer.. 
▪ Ethics by J.L. Mackie,  

 

Writing Tasks 

 
Philosophy and Ethics 
Look up some key terms on Philosophy Bites and Ethics bites podcasts, and make notes:  
 
Essay competitions 
Investigate essay competitions for Sixth Form students. Plan or write an entry. For example, enter the annual Philosophy Prize for Year 12 students from Trinity College, 
Cambridge. Details here. 
 
Karl Marx 
Online research on Karl Marx. Read and make your own notes on this topic.  
 
Religious Language 
Online research - Visit the Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy and read chapter 2 of the section on Philosophy of Religion. Make your own notes on this.  

https://sites.google.com/mysandstorm.org/sandringham-super-curriculum/home/ks5/pre-ks5#h.6zva1whngc8q
https://sites.google.com/mysandstorm.org/sandringham-super-curriculum/home/ks5/pre-ks5#h.6zva1whngc8q
https://sites.google.com/mysandstorm.org/sandringham-super-curriculum/home/ks5/pre-ks5#h.420bkisb8u4s
https://sites.google.com/mysandstorm.org/sandringham-super-curriculum/home/ks5/pre-ks5#h.420bkisb8u4s
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fphilosophybites.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw1kiW-IcszrGnHBbNq9HIYO
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.open.edu%2Fopenlearn%2Fwhats-on%2Fethics-bites&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw1pvIeN_n77VXg3LW7WZbaC
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.trin.cam.ac.uk%2Fundergraduate%2Fessay-prizes%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw0ujiJTLZKQHKJw7GcLldu5
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fhistory%2Fhistoric_figures%2Fmarx_karl.shtml&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw2Y_dEwNjVjC4cgjfUKcNv4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fplato.stanford.edu%2Fentries%2Fphilosophy-religion%2F%23MeaRelLan&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw1ID8Dd2mjY6k8_YX2tHZEs


Listening Tasks 

 
Development of Christian Thought 
Listen to episodes from the Pansycast DCT Audiobook:  
 
Secularism 
Browse the ‘Sacred and Secular’ videos from OpenLearn 
 
Ethical Behaviour 
Explore 'How can I know wrong from right’ and ‘How do I live a good life’ animations from Radio 4’s ‘Big Ideas’ series. 
 
General 
In Our Time – do a keyword search linked to our topics and listen to any ‘In Our Time’ radio podcasts that you are interested in.  
 

 

Watching Tasks 

Soul, Mind and Body 
Watch Consciousness & the Brain by John Searle at TEDxCERN  
 
Business ethics 
Watch a Ted talk on honesty in business  
 
Plato 
Watch Alex Gendler’s interpretation of Plato’s Cave Allegory  
 
Philosophy and Ethics 
Explore the Radio 4 Big Ideas animations 
 
Religious Experience 
Watch the Five Major religions on TED ED:  
 
Problem of Evil 
Watch this TedEd talk on Why would God allow Tsunamis? 
 
Religious Language 
Watch the TedTalk on How Languages Evolve  
 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fthepanpsycast.com%2Faudiobook&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw3eGJUYd5VRnpXOH-TbdvM7
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.open.edu%2Fopenlearn%2Fpeople-politics-law%2Fthe-law%2Fsacred-and-secular&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw2pU2e5OeQ5aU44esaOexr_
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fprogrammes%2Farticles%2F4FYLvwSKzJ5vwNv9Z9mwbSD%2Fa-history-of-ideas&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw3gxPEY_iSZgZDC6a7ch22W
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fprogrammes%2Fb006qykl&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw19HyumDWvaf7hTO6V0I8nN
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j_OPQgPIdKg
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ted.com%2Ftalks%2Falexander_wagner_what_really_motivates_people_to_be_honest_in_business%23t-15784&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw0pSK9AbTvqbPg_SmsI38nY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1RWOpQXTltA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1RWOpQXTltA
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fprogrammes%2Farticles%2F3vVjcY47k2p5Wsnj3ZFHV5W%2Fa-history-of-ideas&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw3PizvpuCWTfCFzjJSqb_lW
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fed.ted.com%2Flessons%2Fthe-five-major-world-religions-john-bellaimey&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw1uhNJaDSUsYDnFtWqsnqYt
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ted.com%2Ftalks%2Ftom_honey_on_god_and_the_tsunami&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw3QdBFIO3wrFNz5acGKyZgA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iWDKsHm6gTA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iWDKsHm6gTA


Research Tasks 

 
Religious Experience/Miracles 
Investigate The Toronto Blessing.  
Consider What, When, Why, and How?  
 
Natural Law 
Online research on peped.com - Summary: The Natural Law  
Read and make your own notes on this topic.  
 
Aquinas 
Online research - Visit the Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy and read chapter 1 of the section on Aquinas.  
Make your own notes on this.  
 
Conscience 
Watch the Ted Talk ‘Good or bad, hard to say’. 
If consequences are so hard to categorise, does this affect how we judge outcomes and make moral decisions?  
 

 

Trips & Visits  

 

Problem of Evil 
Plan a visit to the Imperial War Museum, London. In particular the Holocaust Exhibition.  
 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.encyclopedia.com%2Fphilosophy-and-religion%2Fchristianity%2Fchristianity-general%2Ftoronto-blessing&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw2RpUwswlwBUHLmOszaal5T
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Faquinasonline.com%2Fnatural-law%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw3gujkBD7cYJTdj0FV9Gnbg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fplato.stanford.edu%2Fentries%2Faquinas-moral-political%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw1vjy7NtU3kbEVXmwEpKHL2
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ted.com%2Ftalks%2Fheather_lanier_good_and_bad_are_incomplete_stories_we_tell_ourselves%2Ftranscript%3Flanguage%3Den&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw2KgwWosrMMJIO3UUQCHjO3
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iwm.org.uk%2Fevents%2Fthe-holocaust-exhibition&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw2MmRXJ-l57C0unSXQQRD4l

