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BTEC LEVEL 3

APPLIED SCIENCE

(Alternative Academic Qualification)

Content and Aims
The Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Applied Science (AAQ) is designed to
give a vocational broad curriculum which supports students moving into a range of

careers, apprenticeships and university pathways.

Unit | - Principles and Applications of Biology - External Examination

This unit explores the key components of biological science. It will examine cells
and tissues, their varied structures and functions and the biological components
that interact with their existence.

Unit 2 - Principles and Applications of Chemistry - External Examination
Students will explore some of the fundamental concepts which underpin the
chemistry and chemical reactions of the world around them.

Unit 3 - Principles and Applications of Physics - External Examination
Students will explore the use of practical and mathematical skills in the study of
waves, motion and electricity.

Unit 4 — Practical Scientific Procedures and Techniques - Internal Coursework
Students will be introduced to quantitative laboratory techniques, including
chromatography, colorimetry and laboratory safety, which are relevant to the
scientific laboratory environments.

Unit 5 — Science Investigation Skills - Internal Coursework
This unit enables students to gain an understanding and the skills required to
undertake an investigative project.

Across the two year course assessment is 50% internally marked portfolio

work and 50% exam (externally marked). Learners will be awarded Pass, Merit,

Distinction or Distinction* depending on the quality of work across all units. This

course aims to:

* Give students a broad background in science

* Encourage a student’s practical and analytical skills

* Link science into the workplace and allow students to actively experience the
science environment.

Career Considerations

Applied Science is a qualification that allows progression to university or further
education but also concentrates on developing skills and awareness of the work-
place which any employer would welcome. Former students have progressed into
nursing, sports science, teaching and engineering courses at university.

Mr S Page
Edexcel

SUITABILITY

* APS 4.2

* Two grade 4s in GCSE
Sciences.

* Grade 4 in GCSE English

Language and Literature.
* Grade 4 in GCSE Maths.

EXAMINATION
& ASSESSMENT
BREAKDOWN

* 50% coursework
* 50% external examination

*This is a newly reformed
course and the government is
reviewing AAQ’s, so there could
be further changes.
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FINE ART

Content and Aims
The GCE in Fine Art follows on in nature and practice from GCSE Art, with the emphasis on
the development of the students’ visual language and their individual responses to a variety of
approaches and themes. The first year explores an exciting range of materials, techniques and
processes, preparing you to be able to explore techniques independently for your personal
investigation. You will be encouraged to refine and develop new skills through experimenta-
tion with a large variety of techniques including print, paint, ceramics and mixed media.

A level Fine Art consists of two components: Component | is coursework which incorporates
three major elements: supporting studies, practical work and a personal study, based on the
student’s own choice of subject. Supporting studies and practical work will comprise of a
portfolio of development work and outcomes based on themes and ideas developed from
personal starting points.There is also a written element to this part of the course.

Component 2 is an externally set assignment that enables students to pursue and develop
their own personal style with a |5 hour exam at the end of the preparation time.

Key Features

Fine art is sub-divided into the following disciplines:

* Painting and drawing

* Printmaking

* Sculpture

¢ Contextual understanding and professional practice

Students will be required to work in one or more of the disciplines to communicate their
ideas. By working across disciplines, they will extend their understanding of the scope of
fine art; by focusing on one discipline, they will gain a deeper understanding of specific
processes within fine art.

The course is studio based and the students work in different media — paint, clay, plaster or
mixed media — and will develop new and advanced skills in painting, 3D work, installations
and printmaking. Students will either specialise in one area of study or develop ideas in a
variety of materials. Knowledge and critical understanding of art and design is an important
aspect of the course, and students are expected to visit London and regional galleries as
often as possible - with the academy as well as independently.

Career Considerations

The experience and insights gained from a creative course are much valued by universities,
and A level Art is recognised and accepted for entry to a general degree course.A level
Fine Art is of course essential if you wish to pursue a career in Art and Design, Graphic
Design, Fashion, Textiles, Advertising, Interior Design, Theatrical Design, Architecture and
Media, or envisage studying an Art related degree subject.

The recommended route to further specialist Art courses on completion of A levels is by
entry to a Foundation course at a local college or University. This one-year course ena-
bles students to make informed decisions about degree courses and other opportunities,
through experiencing a range of disciplines and building an appropriate portfolio.

Miss Redcliffe
Edexcel

SUITABILITY

* APS 4.4

* Grade 5 in GCSE Art

* An interest and ability in
expressing ones feelings,
thoughts and sensations in a
visual manner are essential.

EXAMINATION
& ASSESSMENT
BREAKDOWN

¢ 60% coursework

* 40% external examination
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Content and Aims

This specification is designed to encourage candidates to develop:

* An enthusiasm for biology

* Practical skills alongside understanding of concepts and principles

* An appropriate and relevant foundation of knowledge and skills for the study of
biology in Higher Education.

Key Features

This specification stimulates the enthusiasm of teachers and students from the
start. As a stepping stone to future study, it allows students to develop the skills
universities want to see.The course intends to nurture a passion for Biology & lay
the groundwork for further study in courses like biological sciences and medicine.

Year | Units

* Biological molecules

* Cells

* Organisms exchange substances with their environment

* Genetic information, variation and relationships between organisms

Year 2 Units

* Energy transfers in and between organisms

* Organisms respond to changes in their internal and external environments
* Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems

* The control of gene expression

Career Considerations

Students who have studied A level Biology may go on to study a wide variety of
different subjects at university. These include medicine, dentistry, physiotherapy,
nursing, genetics, forensics, ecology, veterinary science, agriculture, sports science,
psychology, horticulture and conservation.

Mrs ] Ambrose
AQA

SUITABILITY

*APS 5.3

* Two Grade 6s in GCSE
Sciences
(If Triple Science is studied, then
one must be Biology).
(If Combined Science is studied,
then Biology components must
be Grade 6).

* Grade 6 in GCSE Maths

* Pass the entry exam.

EXAMINATION
& ASSESSMENT
BREAKDOWN

* |00% external examination
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Content and Aims
Students are introduced to business in Themes | and 2 through building
knowledge of core business concepts and applying them to business context to
develop a broad understanding of how businesses work. Breadth and depth of
knowledge and understanding, with applications to a wider range of contexts and
more complex business information, are developed in Themes 3 and 4, requiring
students to take a more strategic view of business opportunities and issues.

Theme | Theme 3
* Meeting customer needs * Business objectives & strategy
* The market * Business growth
* Marketing mix & strategy * Decision-making techniques
* Managing people * Influences on business decisions
* Entrepreneurs and leaders * Assessing competitiveness
* Managing change
Theme 2
* Raising finance Theme 4
* Financial planning * Globalisation
* Managing finance * Global markets & business expansion
* Resource management * Global marketing
* External influences * Global industries and companies

Key Features

* The course is based on the analysis of a variety of different business scenarios,
which require logical and well-reasoned proposals to be recommended

» Examination is by data response questions

* Students are encouraged to research and use real businesses throughout the
course

Career Considerations

The Business Studies course provides very good opportunities for employment or
higher education. Employers value the combination of the practical and analytical
approach that the course demands. Employment opportunities available include
retail, insurance, finance and personnel.

Business Studies is now one of the most popular subjects in Higher and Further
Education, offering many different pathways. It compliments all subjects, since they
all have commercial and business links. Some students choose to focus on Business
Studies, or select one area to study in greater depth such as Accounting or
Marketing. Some will combine Business Studies with another subject, such as
Languages, Maths, Management and Computer Sciences.

Miss ] Philbin
Edexcel

SUITABILITY

* APS 4.2

* Grade 5 in GCSE English
Language or Literature

* Grade 5 in GCSE Maths

* If Business studies is studied at
GCSE a grade 5 is needed.

EXAMINATION
& ASSESSMENT
BREAKDOWN

* |00% external examination
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BTEC LEVEL 3 .«

BUSINESS (SINGLE)

Content and Aims
The Extended Certificate is for learners who are interested in learning about
the business sector alongside other fields of study, with a view to progressing

to a wide range of higher education courses, not necessarily in business-related
subjects. It is designed to be taken as part of a programme of study that includes
other appropriate BTEC Nationals or A Levels.The extended certificate is the

equivalent in size to one A Level. The course is made up of coursework, controlled

assessments and examinations.

Key Features

The content of this qualification has been developed in consultation with
academics to ensure that it supports progression to higher education. Employers
and professional bodies have been involved and consulted in order to confirm
that the content is appropriate and consistent with current practice for learners
planning to enter employment directly in the business sector.The learning
programme covers the following content areas:

Business Environments ~ Finance  Marketing

The optional units have been designed to support choices in progression to
business courses in higher education and to link with relevant occupational areas:

Human Resources  Accounting  Marketing  Law

Career Considerations

The qualification carries UCAS points and is recognised by higher education
providers as contributing to meeting admission requirements for many courses
if taken alongside other qualifications as part of a two year programme of
learning. It will support entry to many higher education courses, depending on
the other qualifications learners have taken. Learners should always check the

entry requirements for degree programmes at specific higher education providers.

The qualification can also support progression to employment directly, or via an

Apprenticeship.

In the BTEC National units there are opportunities during the teaching and

learning phase to give learners practice in developing employability skills.VWhere

employability skills are referred to in this specification, we are generally referring

to skills in the following three main categories:

* cognitive and problem-solving skills: use critical thinking, approach non-routine
problems applying expert and creative solutions, use systems and technology

* intrapersonal skills: communicating, working collaboratively, negotiating and
influencing, self-presentation

* interpersonal skills: self-management, adaptability and resilience, self-monitoring
and development.

There are also specific requirements in some units for assessment of these skills

where relevant. For example, where learners are required to undertake real or

simulated activities.

Miss ] Philbin
Edexcel

SUITABILITY

*APS 4.2

* Grade 4 in GCSE Maths

* Grade 4 in GCSE English
Language or Literature

* If Business is studied at GCSE a
Merit and/or grade 5 is needed.

EXAMINATION
& ASSESSMENT
BREAKDOWN

* Students complete 4 units
- 4 units of which 3 are
mandatory and 2 are external.
Mandatory content (83%)
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CHEMISTRY

Content and Aims
The course starts by introducing the basic chemical principles and skills to cover
atomic structure, amount of substance, bonding and periodicity and basics of
organic chemistry. These skills and knowledge are then applied to energetics,
kinetics, equilibrium, and redox chemistry. Student’s organic knowledge is expanded
to include more organic families of molecules and their reaction mechanisms.

The course completes further and deeper understanding of topics taught in the
first year while introducing the new concepts of entropy, analytical techniques,

reactions of the transition metals, and the synthesis of organic molecules.

The Chemistry course aims to:

* Develop an understanding of the key concepts underpinning the chemical nature Mr D Hardy
of all particles and their reactions AQA

* Encourage students to develop their analytical, practical and investigative skills
* Develop a curious and independent student
* Prepare students for higher level study/employment in the chemical industries ?LJP?;?B'L'TY

* Two Grade 6s in GCSE
Key Features Sciences (If Triple Science
The Chemistry course features a wide variety of learning opportunities including is studied one must be
practical experimentation, problem-solving, individual project investigations, ICT Chemistry).
and presentation skills. (If Combined Science is

studied, then Chemistry

Career Considerations components must be Grade 6).
Chemistry is an exciting, challenging, rewarding and relevant course, ideally suited * Grade 6 in GCSE Maths
to careers in science, engineering or industry.With a qualification in Chemistry * Pass the entry exam.
you could go onto Higher education, studying Chemistry, Biochemistry, Materials
Science, Chemical Engineering or other related scientific courses. Chemistry EXAMINATION
is an essential requirement for the medical, pharmaceutical, biochemical or
environmental sciences. & ASSESSMENT

BREAKDOWN
Student Quote * 100% external examination
“Chemistry is exciting, exhilirating and sometimes
explosive!”
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Content and Aims

The OCR Advanced GCE in Computing (H046/H446) covers both the current
technologies and perceived advances in both hardware and software to enable
you to meet the demands of a highly skilled IT and computing focused business
and industrial sectors. It also provides a firm basis for further studies in higher
education in Computer Science and related subject areas.

The course provides a smooth transition from GCSE Computer Science, GCSE
ICT, and BTEC ICT, although these are not a pre-requisite for studying A Level
Computer Science.

Key Features
Year 12
* Unit | (H046/01):
Computing principles (50% of AS)
* Unit 2 (H046/02):
Algorithms and problem solving (50% of AS/25% of A2)

Year 13
* Unit | (H446/01):
Computer systems (40% of A Level)
* Unit 2 (H446/02):
Algorithms and programming (40% of A Level)
* Unit 3 (H446/03/04):
Programming project (20% of A Level)

Career Considerations
This course, with its emphasis on abstract thinking, general problem solving,

algorithmic and mathematical reasoning, scientific and engineering-based thinking,

is a good foundation for further study Higher Education: This specification has
been designed for students who wish to go on to higher education courses or
employment where knowledge of Computing would be beneficial. One can study

Computing and go on to a career in medicine, law, business, politics or any type of
science. Candidates would also be well placed for a career as a systems analyst or

junior programmer /developer.

Mr M Barber
Mr Andrews
OCR

SUITABILITY

*APS 5.3

* Grade 6 in GCSE Maths

* Grade 5 in GCSE Computer
Science

EXAMINATION
& ASSESSMENT
BREAKDOWN

* 80% external examination
¢ 20% coursework -
Programming Project
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Content and Aims
A-level Dance is a dynamic qualification which encourages students to develop
their creative and intellectual capacity, alongside transferable skills such as team
working, communication and problem solving. All of these are sought after skills by
higher education and employers and will help students stand out in the workplace
whatever their choice of career.

The Dance course aims to develop your performance and choreography skills to
a higher level through solo and group performances and choreographies, using
stimuli and resources set by the exam board. Students will study specific styles/
genres of dance and their related performance skills and analyse professional set
works and their cultural and artistic contexts.

Key Features

* A wide variety of learning opportunities including whole group practical
workshops, rehearsal and performance, individual and group composition,
personal research and essay writing, student-led work e.g. seminars.

* The opportunities to attend theatre trips and to participate in lectures and
workshops by visiting practitioners.

Career Considerations

Dance is an empowering and powerful form of non-verbal communication

which enables the development of creative, imaginative, physical, emotional and
intellectual capacities. It offers progression to Performing Arts courses and

Dance Degrees in Higher Education. It is also the perfect accompaniment for
those wishing to audition for performing academies. Dance promotes careers in
the Arts: working in community Arts with youth groups or schools, performing
professionally and teaching. It is also a gateway to other creative industry jobs such
as working in with lighting, costume or set design or technical production.

Past students have gone on to perform in the West End, Edinburgh Fringe,
on cruise ships. Others are training professionally or as teachers within the
community, and one student is running the admin/office headquarters of
prestigious dance academy The London Studio.

Student Quote
“Dance allows me to express emotion through
movement and to connect with other people”.

“Whilst the written work is challenging it really goes hand
in hand with the practical elements of the course”.

SIXTH FORM

Miss E Major
AQA

SUITABILITY

* APS 4.2

* Grade 5 in GCSE Dance.

* Grade 5 in English Language or
Literature.

EXAMINATION
& ASSESSMENT
BREAKDOWN

*50% Component | —
Performance & Choreography

*50% Component 2 —
Appreciation —Written paper
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DRAMA & THEATRE
STUDIES

__ SIXTH FORM

Content and Aims
For those wishing to pursue a career in theatre and performance, this course is
Ideal. It demands advanced practical, creative and communication skills in almost

equal measure.You will extend your ability to create drama and theatre, either in a
performing or production design role.You will also write about drama and develop

your analysis skills to become an informed critic. The course will involve taking
part in examined productions, as well as studying plays and playwrights. It allows

students to explore the theoretical knowledge of theatre practitioners and apply-
ing this to their own work in a practical way. The course offers exciting opportuni-

ties to become more informed on how theatre is constructed.

Key Features

* Weekly practical workshops and drama training

* In-depth study of at least two significant plays

* In-depth study of influential practitioners and their style of theatre
* Critical analysis of live theatre productions

» Opportunity to devise an original piece of work

* Theoretical exploration of theatre history, politics and culture

The Course Includes:

* AWritten Exam - Live theatre review and essays based on practical exploration
of two key texts and an influential practitioner.

* Devising and Performing - Students will be expected to devise a performance
piece, as well as produce a written portfolio. Students will also prepare a
monologue or duologue from a key extract of text and complete a group
performance from a text.

Career Considerations

* Work within the arts, media, theatre or entertainment.

* Looking to a degree in Drama, Drama Education or other analytical fields.

* Professional Actor training at degree level.

» Stage crafts: stage managers, lighting designers, costume design,
set and sound designers.

* Any careers that involve public speaking.

* Jobs in creative industries where teamwork is paramount.

* Leadership roles: Quick decisions and leadership are an essential part of
devising and directing drama.

Mrs ] Keen
Edexcel

SUITABILITY

*APS 4.2

* Grade 5 in GCSE Drama

* Grade 5 in GCSE English
Language or Literature

EXAMINATION
& ASSESSMENT
BREAKDOWN

* 40% written and performance
coursework

*20% performance coursework

* 40% written examination
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Content and Aims
Product Design allows students to experience the design and manufacture of
innovative and personalised products.You will solve real-life design problems
and research, design and model your ideas in tasks linked to the real world of
commercial design.

Year 12

This year promotes creativity, teaches core knowledge and encourages a

commercial design approach to your work.You are taught key communication and

presentation skills, advanced drawing techniques and learn to use CAD programs,

workshop tools and equipment. One main project is undertaken that will develop

these core skills. Project Information: Based on a real design issue that will expose

you to the core elements of the design process, such as:

* Discovering the main design requirements

* Problem solving skills

* Research linked to gaining insight into ways to meet the main design
requirements

* Generation of ideas

* Development and prototyping

* Manufacturing a final outcome

Theory and Maths is also taught throughout the year.

Year 13

You will undertake a substantial ‘design, make and evaluate ‘project study.You will
be expected to build on skills acquired from Year 12 projects and develop a unique
product that solves a real design problem for a real client. The design focus has real
commercial use with a real client, simulating design in industry.

Possible project themes: Storage solutions, furniture (outside and inside
applications), casing, sports equipment, music equipment. Exam assessment will be
at the end of this year.You will continue to learn core theory and receive focused
revision sessions closer to the examination.

DT
PRODUCT DESIGN

Mr D Symeou
Edexcel

SUITABILITY

*APS 4.2

* Grade 4 in GCSE English
Language or Literature

* Grade 4 in GCSE Maths

* Grade 5 in a Design or Art
subject

EXAMINATION
& ASSESSMENT
BREAKDOWN

¢ 50% coursework
* 50% external examination
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE =i

& LITERATURE

Content and Aims
Combined English Language and Literature strikes a balance between the Arts and
the Social Sciences and is a passport to many other pathways.

This demanding subject combines aspects of linguistics and literary criticism that
would also be found in single A level Language and A level Literature. Therefore,
students can expect to read a mixture of fiction and non-fiction texts and analyse
them using the skills and specialisms of both A level subjects.

Key Features

Component |:Voices in Speech and Writing

This component has an explicit focus on the concept of ‘voice’. Students will study
how spoken voices are formed and written voices created in literary, non-literary
and digital texts.An anthology is studied, containing a variety of non-literary and
digital texts from different forms, such as interviews, broadcasts, podcasts, blogs,
screenplays and travelogues.

Component 2:Varieties in Language and Literature

This component focuses on the ways in which different writers convey their
thoughts or ideas on a theme in literary and non-fiction writing. Students will be
expected to read widely across a range of non-fiction genres in preparation for
responding to an unseen extract in Section A of the examination. Students will
explore and evaluate the ways different writers convey similar themes and issues in
different texts.

Component 3: Investigating and Creating Texts

The coursework component has been designed to allow students to demonstrate
their skills as writers, crafting their own original texts for different audiences and
purposes. This component permits students to pursue their own interests, applying
the skills they have developed to investigate a topic they are interested in. Students
will choose a topic that reflects their personal interests, studying two texts that
relate to their chosen topic. Texts studied must be complete texts and may be
selected from genres of fiction such as prose fiction, poetry, drama and short
stories, and genres of non-fiction such as travel writing, journalism, reportage,
diaries, biographies and collections of letters.

Career Considerations

The qualification is recognised for entry into degree courses and would provide a
valuable foundation for careers such as journalism, publishing, broadcasting, politics,
teaching or media-related careers, the Civil Service, the Foreign Office, personnel
management, computing, law, international business.

Miss A Corbishley
Edexcel

SUITABILITY

* APS 4.5

* Grade 6 in GCSE English
Language or Literature

* Alongside the above a
grade 5 in GCSE Language
or Literature is needed

EXAMINATION
& ASSESSMENT

* 80% external examination
¢ 20% coursework
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Content and Aims
English Literature is probably the most valuable and rewarding of all A Levels to
study. It allows us to explore works of significant historical importance, landmarks
of the English language and opens up discussions of ethics, aesthetics, morality

and justice, sexuality, society and many other Big Questions. English Literature is
regarded as one of the most desirable of facilitating subjects for Russell group
Universities, as successful Literature students are able to demonstrate skills of
analysis, precision and interpretation, all invaluable qualities for Higher Education.

Key Features
This subject will tackle a number of empowering texts from drama, prose & poetry.

Unit |: Drama

Students will study one Shakespeare play and one other play from either tragedy
or comedy (such as Ibsen,Williams, Marlowe, Friel, Wilde, Hall, Behn, Beckett) and a
collection of critical essays related to their selected Shakespeare play.

Unit 2: Prose

Students will study two prose texts from a chosen theme, such as Crime and
Detection, the Supernatural, Women and Society, Colonisation and Its Aftermath,
Childhood.

Unit 3: Poetry

Students will prepare for a response to an unseen modern poem through study

of poetic form, meaning, language and style and study a range of poetry from a
particular literary period or a range of poetry by a named poet from within a
literary period, such as Medieval Poetry, Poetic Drama (Chaucer), The Metaphysical
Poets (Donne), The Romantics (Keats), The Victorians (Rossetti), The Modernist
Period (Eliot) or The Movement (Larkin).

Unit 4: Coursework

Students have a free choice of two texts to study. These texts must be different
from previously studied texts, must be complete and can be selected from poetry,
prose or literary non-fiction.

Career Considerations

This qualification is recognised for entry into all higher degree courses and is a
prerequisite for the study of English Literature. More students in England and
Wales study A Level English Literature than any other subject. Almost every
university has a large English department. Graduates with degrees in English
Literature have a passport to a wide range of careers: the Civil Service/ local
government, the Foreign Office, personnel management, every aspect of the arts
and media, computing, the law, international business, social work and, if the worst
comes to the worst, teaching!

Miss A Corbishley
Edexcel

SUITABILITY

* APS 4.5

* Grade 6 in GCSE English
Literature

* Grade 5 in GCSE English
Language

EXAMINATION
& ASSESSMENT

* 80% external exam
*20% coursework for
assessment

SWA Sixth Form Telephone Number: 01462 628059 | www.samuelwhitbread.org.uk | 14




Content and Aims
Many consider film to be the main cultural innovation of the 20th century and
a major art form of the last hundred years.Those who study it characteristically

bring with them a high degree of enthusiasm and excitement for what is a powerful
and culturally significant medium, inspiring a range of responses from the emotional

to the reflective. Film Studies consequently makes an important contribution to
the curriculum, offering the opportunity to investigate how film works both as
a powerful medium of representation and as an aesthetic medium.This course
is designed to introduce A level learners to a wide variety of films in order to
broaden their knowledge and understanding of film and the range of responses
films can generate.We therefore offer opportunities to study mainstream and
independent American and British films from the past and the present as well as
more recent global films.

Production work is a crucial part of this specification and is integral to learners’
study of film. Studying a diverse range of films from several different contexts

is designed to give learners the opportunity to apply their knowledge and
understanding of how films are constructed to their own filmmaking. We will
give opportunities for our students to learn the key processes and techniques for
pre-production, production and post-production.This means utilising our video
equipment and editing suites which are fully operational with the latest Adobe
Creative Cloud software packages.

This course will appeal to those with the analytical instincts to critically assess
films as well as those with the creative and technical ambitions to generate,
produce and manage their own productions.

Key Features

* Some of the films available to study on the course include;Trainspotting,
Shaun of the Dead, Memento and La La Land.

* The study of a diverse range of film forms and film styles which have developed
in different places through the history of cinema.

* The opportunity to apply knowledge and understanding gained from textual
study in practical film making.

* In giving students the opportunity to study a significant film movement and
aspects of national cinemas, it is intended that an interest in film culture will be
fostered which can be taken forward in lifelong learning.

Career Considerations

Those wishing to further explore film or wider media industries will find this
course an integral component to their studies.Whether it is the textual analysis
and critical writing that can be useful for studies in communication and journalism,
or the practical and technical skills that would support film/TV production; Film
Studies is engaging, rewarding and enriching.

Miss L Cross
EDUQAS

SUITABILITY

*APS 4.2

* Grade 5 in GCSE English
Language and Literature

* If studied GCSE Film a Grade 5
is needed

EXAMINATION
& ASSESSMENT
BREAKDOWN

* 70% external examination
¢ 30% coursework
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Taking this course is an excellent choice as it promotes a well-rounded education,
combining elements from multiple disciplines. It integrates science, health, and
mathematics through food science and nutrition, while also fostering creativity and
problem-solving in practical assessments.Additionally, it enhances communication and
critical thinking skills, making it relevant for a wide range of subjects and future career
paths.This diverse learning experience equips students with knowledge applicable across
industries, from healthcare and hospitality to food production and policy development.

Course Overview and Aims

The WJEC Level 3 Diploma in Food Science and Nutrition offers an in-depth
understanding of how food impacts health, wellbeing, and industry. This course is

highly relevant to a wide range of sectors, from healthcare and nutrition to hospitality,
fitness, and food manufacturing. It equips students with practical and theoretical
knowledge used by care providers, nutritionists, sports coaches, fitness instructors, and
government agencies working on healthy eating policies and product development.

Key Features
The course is structured into distinct learning modules:

Unit I: Meeting Nutritional Needs of Specific Groups

This unit focuses on understanding the nutritional requirements of individuals with
varying dietary needs. It is assessed through two components in the first year.The
first is a controlled assessment conducted under timed conditions, where students
must prepare a three-course meal and submit accompanying written reports.The
second is a written exam taken at the end of Year [, testing knowledge of nutrition
and health. Both assessments contribute 25% each to the overall qualification.

Unit 2: Ensuring Food is Safe to Eat

In this unit, students delve into food safety practices and procedures relevant to
both domestic and commercial settings. Assessment is based on an 8-hour practical
exam, where students are tasked with resolving food safety issues for simulated
companies. The focus is on applying knowledge to support businesses in creating
hygienic and safe food environments. This unit is sat at the end of Year 2 and is
worth 25% of the final qualification.

Unit 3: Experimenting to Solve Food Production Problems

This module, taught in the second year, challenges students to apply creative
problem-solving and experimentation in food production. In a timed controlled
assessment, students receive a brief requiring them to resolve specific issues in a
dish. They must experiment with various ingredients and determine the best solution,
supported by a written report.This unit accounts for 25% of the course grade.
While this course involves some practical cooking, it is primarily focused on the
theory of food, covering key areas such as food science, food safety, and nutrition
at both industrial and domestic levels.

Miss E Caves
WIJEC

SUITABILITY

* APS 4.0

* Grade 4 in GCSE English
Language and Literature

* Two grade 4s in Sciences

* Grade 5 in GCSE Food
or a merit grade in level 2
hospitality and catering

EXAMINATION
& ASSESSMENT
BREAKDOWN

* 50% external examination
¢ 50% coursework
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FRENCH

Content and Aims
Social issues and trends:
Students must study the themes and sub-themes below in relation to at least one
French speaking country.Where France is not specified, students may study the
themes in relation to any French-speaking country. Students must study the themes
and sub-themes using a range of sources, including material from online media.

Aspects of French-speaking society: current trends

* The changing nature of family (La famille en voie de changement)
* The ‘cyber-society’ (La « cyber-société »)

* The place of voluntary work (Le réle du bénévolat)

Aspects of French-speaking society: current issues

* Positive features of a diverse society (Les aspects positifs d’'une société diverse) Mrs Reydet-CIark
* Life for the marginalised (Quelle vie pour les marginalisés ? )

- : - AQA
* How criminals are treated (Comment on traite les criminels)
Political and artistic culture: SUITABILITY
Students must study the themes and sub-themes below in relation to at least one * APS 5.3
French-speaking country. « Grade 6 in GCSE French

Artistic culture in the French-speaking world
* A culture proud of its heritage (Une culture fiére de son patrimoine)

* Contemporary francophone music (La musique francophone contemporaine) EXAMINATION

* Cinema: the 7th art form (Cinéma : le septiéme art)
Aspects of political life in the French-speaking world & ASSESSMENT

* Teenagers, the right to vote and political commitment (Les ados, le droit de vote et BREAKDOWN
Fengagement politique) * 100% external examination

* Demonstrations, strikes — who holds the power! (Manifestations, gréves — a qui le pouvoir?)
* Politics and immigration (La politique et immigration)

Grammar

A level students will be expected to understand the grammatical system and
structures of the language. In the exam students will be required to use, actively
and accurately, grammar and structures appropriate to the tasks set, including
writing essays spontaneously, responding to spoken passages in French and a
translation. For students, it implies the knowledge of both forms and functions of
each key grammatical element of the French language at an apporpriate level of
accuracy and complexity. The lists are available on the AQA website.

Career Considerations

The ability to speak and understand a foreign language is an invaluable asset in itself
and is becoming increasingly important as our link with mainland Europe becomes
closer and the world of work demands more flexibility and travel. Many university
courses offer study of a language as a degree component in conjunction with
other subjects, such as Engineering, Geography and Business Studies. A language
qualification will give you the edge when you apply for university places and in your
future career.
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Content and Aims
At A level we follow the Edexcel course. It covers 8 key topics, split between year
| & year 2.

Year |

* Topic | — Coastal Landscapes and Change

* Topic 2B —Tectonic Processes and Hazards

* Topic 3 — Globalisation

* Topic 4B — Diverse Places

Year 2

* Topic 5 —The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity
* Topic 6 —The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security
* Topic 7 — Superpowers

* Topic 8B — Migration, Identity and Sovereignty

This splits in to three exams at the end of year 2. Paper | covers the physical
topics — |, 2B, 5, 6; paper 2 covers the human topics — 3,4B, 7, 8B. A third paper
links the above topics together requiring students to use a resource booklet to
answer questions about a geographical issue. Three synoptic themes are studied

in this paper (Players, Attitudes & Actions and Futures & Uncertainties). Students
are also required to complete an Independent Investigation of between 4000-5000
words involving one of the topics covered, using fieldwork to facilitate this.

Key Features

A wide variety of learning opportunities, including problem solving exercises, data
collection, statistical analysis, field work enquiry, note taking from video, texts and
class discussions, essay and report writing, and presentations.

There is a compulsory element of completing at least 4 days of fieldwork, which
will be covered in a residential course (currently using a field centre based in
Swanage), not only to develop fieldwork skills but also to provide opportunity

to collect data for the independent investigation. Other day trips in the past have
also included London Docklands, along with local visits to Luton and Shefford.
Geography is a very popluar course with high levels of student satisfaction.

Career Considerations

Geography is one of the few subjects which successfully spans all academic
boundaries. It can be studied in the Arts or Science faculties of most universities,
depending on the combination of A levels taken. It offers opportunities to progress
to vocational courses such as Environmental Science, Geographical Information
Systems, Leisure and Recreation, Urban Planning, or Landscape Architecture.
Related careers are available in government departments, resource control (water
supply, energy, or forestry for instance), urban and rural planning, meteorology,
transport and communications, tourism, retail management, education, marketing,
and population and development issues.

GEOGRAPHY

Mr ) Hatchell
Edexcel

SUITABILITY

* APS 4.7

* Grade 5 in GCSE Geography

* Grade 5 in GCSE Maths

* Grade 5 in GCSE English
Language or Literature

EXAMINATION
& ASSESSMENT
BREAKDOWN

* 80% external examination
*20% independent investigation
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Content and Aims
The GCE in Graphic Communication would suit students who have taken GCSE Art,
GCSE Graphic Communication, DT Graphics GCSE or level 2 BTEC in Art and Design and
wish to pursue a career in Graphic Design. Graphic Communication conveys information
and ideas through visual means. The critical element for a graphic designer is the effective
communication of a message or idea through the organisation of images and words.

The scope of graphic communication has been extended through the growth of design
applications in the home and in public and through the development of the internet.
Graphic designers need to understand user and audience needs and how these groups
respond to various forms of visual communication; as well as how changes to working
practices lead to new forms of communication and presentation.

A level Graphic Communication consists of two components: Component | is coursework
which incorporates three major elements: supporting studies, practical work and a personal study,
based on the student’s own choice of subject. Supporting studies and practical work will comprise
a portfolio of development work and outcomes based on themes and ideas developed from
personal starting points. There is also a written element to this part of the course.

Component 2 is an externally set assignment that enables students to pursue and develop
their own personal style with a |5 hour exam at the end of the preparation time.

Key Features

Graphic communication is sub-divided into the following disciplines:

* Drawing and material processes * Advertising

* lllustration * Branding

* Packaging * Typography

* Information design » Contextual understanding and professional practice

Students will be required to work in one or more of the disciplines to communicate

their ideas. By working across disciplines, they will extend their understanding of Graphic
Communication. Students will develop skills using a variety of techniques and processes
and explore computer software including Adobe Photoshop to assist with the development
of their design ideas.

Career Considerations

The experience and insights gained from a creative course are much valued by universities,
and a qualification at A Level in any art discipline is recognised and accepted for entry to any
degree course. If you wish to pursue a career in Art and Design, Graphic Design, Fashion,
Textiles, Advertising, Interior Design, Theatrical Design, Architecture and Media, or envisage
studying an Art related degree subject then it is essential that you study an A level Art subject.

The recommended route to further specialist Art courses on completion of A levels is by
entry to a Foundation course at a local college or University. This one-year course enables
students to make informed decisions about degree courses and other opportunities,
through experiencing a range of disciplines and building an appropriate portfolio in
preparation for applying for an art related degree.

GRAPHIC
COMMUNICATION

Mrs D Kelly
Edexcel

SUITABILITY

*APS 4.2

¢ Grade 5 in GCSE Art,
Graphic Communication
or DT Graphics

EXAMINATION
& ASSESSMENT
BREAKDOWN

* 60% coursework
*40% exam
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BTEC LEVEL 3 &

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE

(Alternative Academic Qualification)

Content and Aims
The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Health and Social
Care (AAQ) aims to provide an introduction to the sector. It is for students
who are interested in learning about the health and social care sector as part
of a balanced programme of study. It is equivalent in size to one A Level.

Key Features

Students choosing the Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Health and Social
Care (AAQ) will be assessed in four separate units, in which three are mandatory
units for the exam board.Two of these units are internally assessed and the other
two are externally assessed.

Mrs K Chamberlain

Internally assessed units - Students must complete two internally assessed units

of which are internally marked and require students to submit evidence towards a Edexcel
given assessment criteria. This means that the teacher delivering the unit sets and
assesses the assignment that provides the final summative assessment of each unit. SUITABILITY

* APS 4.0
Synoptic assessment (Unit 3) - Synoptic assessment is one that a student would * Grade 4 in GCSE English
take later on in their programme of study, to which they will be expected to apply Language and Literature.
learning from a range of units. Synoptic units may be internally - or externally « If BTEC Health & Social Care

assessed. is taken at Level 2,a Level 2

Merit must be achieved.
Mandatory units

* Unit | - Human Lifespan and Development

* Unit 2 - Human Biology and Health EXAMINATION
* Unit 3 - Principles of Health and Social Care Practice & ASSESSMENT
BREAKDOWN

Optional units

* Unit 4 - Health, Policy and Wellbeing

* Unit 5 - Promoting Health Eucation

* Unit 6 - Safe Environments in Health and Social Care
* Unit 7 - Health Science

* Combination of coursework,
exam and externally set tasks

*This is a newly reformed

Career Considerations course and the government is
Some of our students progress to study various health and social care disciplines I A O E T E R
at university such as medicine, nursing, social work, midwifery and physiotherapy. be further changes.

Others undertake childcare courses at local colleges or combine in working along-
side an apprenticeship scheme.
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HISTORY

Content and Aims
The study of History develops students’ powers of analysis and their ability to
organise material and write clearly and logically. It is concerned with real people
and society, as well as the interpretations of evidence and the skills of rational
argument. It is a popular choice in the sixth form.

Key Features
Three examinations and one coursework question.

* Unit | - Britain transformed, 1918-1997. A study in breadth, in which students
will learn about the extent to which Britain was transformed politically, socially
and culturally in the years 1918-1979. Also students will study what impact
Thatcher’s government had on Britain 1979-1997.

* Unit 2 - The USA, c1920-55: boom, bust and recovery. A study in depth of
economic and social change in the USA from the post-war boom of the 1920s,
through depression, recovery and war, to the transformation of many aspects of
US society in the years immediately after 1945 — source- based paper.

* Unit 3 - The witch craze in Britain, Europe and North America c¢1580-1750.A
study of the witch craze that took hold in the late sixteenth century.

* Unit 4 - Coursework. A question on debates on the Holocaust

Career Considerations

A level History is a springboard to a wide range of degrees and careers, such as
banking, insurance, the civil service, management and journalism. It is recognised as
a qualification for entry to most degree courses, and is especially desirable for a
career in law.

In studying History students develop a number of skills that are transferrable

into a variety of career options.The practise of applying past lessons to resolve
present problems, and the ability to be have an analytical view when faced with

a variety of situations and challenges, would be relevant in the fields of business,
politics, marketing, advertising and public relations. The research skills and historical
understanding would allow students to pursue careers in teaching, academia,
archiving and heritage.

Student Quote
“History is a guide to navigation in perilous times. History
is who we are and why we are the way we are.”

Dr ) Haynes
Edexcel

SUITABILITY

* APS 4.7

* Grade 5 in GCSE History

* Grade 5 in GCSE English
Language and Literature

EXAMINATION
& ASSESSMENT
BREAKDOWN

* 80% external exam
¢ 20% coursework
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BTEC LEVEL 3 it

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

(Alternative Academic Qualification)

Content and Aims
The Pearson Level 3 AAQ BTEC National in Information Technology (Extended
Certificate) consists of 360 guided learning hours (GLH) (4 units).The qualification
allows students to study the fundamental knowledge of Information Technology
covering the role and implications of using Information Technology systems and
cyber-security threats and how to manage attacks. Students will also develop
important skills for creating websites to meet a specific purpose and to manage
data through the development of a relational database solution. This vocational
qualification provides students with meaningful and practical learning experiences to
equip them with work-ready skills for success in employment and higher education.

Key Features

The BTEC Extended Certificate in IT has been developed to focus on:

* Education and training for IT employees.

* Providing opportunities for learners to achieve a nationally recognised level 3
vocationally specific qualification in IT.

* Giving learners the opportunity to gain a specific qualification to enter
employment in the IT sector or to progress to higher education vocational
qualifications.

* Giving learners the opportunity to develop a range of skills and techniques,
personal skills and attitudes essential for successful performance in working life.

» A BTEC AAQ National Extended Certificate is broadly equivalent to one GCEA Level.

The course is made up of 4 mandatory units.

Units offered are:

* Unit |: Information Technology Systems - 120 GLH — 2 hour examined unit
worth 90 marks. Explores the relationship between software and hardware, and
the issues related to IT systems.

* Unit 2: Cyber Security and Incident Management - 120 GLH — 2 hour examined
unit worth 90 marks. Covers types of cyber security attacks, the vulnerabilities in
networked systems and how to plan and respond to attacks.

* Unit 3:Website Development - 60GLH — Internally Assessed Pearson Set
Assignment. Covers development tools, techniques and processes used in
website development and how to test usability, functionality and fitness for
purpose.

* Unit 4: Relational Database Development - 60GLH — Internally Assessed
Pearson Set Assignment. Covers the structure of data, data design and database
management systems (DBMS).

Career Considerations

Designed for post-16 students with an interest in the Digital sector and aiming to
progress to higher education as a route to graduate level employment or employ-
ment in the IT and Business sectors.This Extended Certificate in IT can lead to
progression to a BA Degree Business Studies, BSc Degree in Information Systems
or a BSc Degree in Computer Science.

Mr M Barber /
Mr M Andrews
Edexcel

SUITABILITY

* APS 4.0

* Grade 4 in GCSE Maths

* Grade 4 in GCSE English
Language and Literature

¢ |f BTEC IT Level 2 is studied,
a Merit grade is needed.

EXAMINATION
& ASSESSMENT
BREAKDOWN

* Combination of coursework,
exam and externally set tasks

*This is a newly reformed
course and the government is
reviewing AAQ’s, so there could

be further changes.
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MATHEMATICS

Content and Aims
The course is made up from units of Pure Mathematics, Statistics and Mechanics.

At A level Pure units are studied which extend knowledge of algebra and

trigonometry and introduce a fresh field of Mathematics called calculus.

Applied modules are also taken:

» Statistics is the collection and analysis of data for the purpose of informing and
making decisions.

* Mechanics is the study of the rules by which things stand still or move.

Key Features

The course depends heavily on class teaching. Independent practice which
consolidates understanding from this teaching is essential. For a conscientious
student Mathematics is probably the most straightforward of A levels. To help
students with the transition to A level ‘bridge the gap’ work is provided over
the summer.

Career Considerations

Mathematics at A level is a much sought after qualification and can open the
door to a host of career opportunities, many of which have no obvious link with
Mathematics. The higher education courses or careers which either require or
strongly prefer A level Mathematics include: Economics, Medicine, Architecture,
Engineering, Accountancy, Psychology, Environmental Science, Computing,
Information Technology, any of the Sciences and of course Mathematics.

Student Quote
“Mathematics creates the models by which we understand
our world. Carry it as a passport and doors open for you.”

“The most useful, rewarding and supportive A level
subject.”

“A challenging course but the department is very
supportive and they get you through.”

4
Mr KWray
Edexcel
SUITABILITY
* APS 5.3

* Grade 7 in GCSE Maths OR
Grade 6 and pass entry test

* Grade 6 in GCSE Physics

* If you have not become
confident in dealing with the
higher tier material at GCSE
the Mathematics at A Level
will be very difficult

* Completion of bridge the
gap work

EXAMINATION
& ASSESSMENT
BREAKDOWN

* |00% external examination
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BTEC LEVEL 3 CREATIVE
DIGITAL MEDIA PRODUCTION

Content and Aims

In BTEC Creative Digital Media Production, students will gain a new insight into
this enriching medium.We will provide the students with an opportunity to
develop sector-specific knowledge and skills, in a practical learning environment.
Students will learn the language of Media and the power it has to communicate
messages, through a variety of different platforms. Students will gain an aptitude
of skills in creative media production, including investigating and developing ideas
through pre-production, production and post-production. Moreover, students will
also gain experience in the processes that underpin creative media production
such as responding to briefs, feedback and generating ideas.With the latest Adobe
creative cloud suite there is all the post production software you could ever
need -as well as cameras and other production equipment- to help create near
professional standards.

Over the course of two years, students will study 4 units:
* Unit | Media Representations

* Unit 4 Pre-production Portfolio

* Unit 8 Responding to a commission

* Unit 10 Film Production — Fiction

Across the two year course, assessment is formed of 58% external assessment and
42% internal portfolio work. Learners will be awarded Pass, Merit, Distinction or
Distinction*, depending on the quality of work.

Key Features

* A broad understanding of the subject and learn the skills to produce media
artefacts.

* Ability to analyse and deconstruct media images and representations.

* Communication and planning skills needed to work in teams through vocational
media projects.

Career Considerations

The qualification is intended to carry UCAS points and is recognised by Higher
Education providers as contributing to meeting admission requirements for many
courses if taken alongside other qualifications as part of a two year programme

of learning, and it combines well with a large number of subjects. It will support
entry to HE courses in a very wide range of disciplines, depending on the subjects
taken alongside. If you have a passion moving images, you can study Creative Digital
Media Production alongside A Level Film Studies. Both courses offer different
approaches to analysing and exploring media texts.Within each course, there are
opportunities to develop your practical skills through production work.

Pearson
BTEC Lewel 3 Mational
Extended Certificates in
Creative Digital
Media Production

Dijgital ¥
il

Miss L Cross
Edexcel

SUITABILITY

* APS 4.0

* Grade 4 in GCSE English
Language and Literature

* If studied BTEC Media at
Level 2,a Merit grade is
needed.

EXAMINATION
& ASSESSMENT
BREAKDOWN

* 42% internal portfolio
* 58% external examination
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Content and Aims
At A Level the course covers performing, composing and listening/response skills,
which extend and expand knowledge and abilities gained in GCSE music.The
standard of performing needed for the course is Grade 5/6 or if you have not
passed a grade then the equivalent is required. Students will take part in a range of
solo and ensemble performances during the course. Different genres of music will
be studied to help develop musical ideas. Students will study the development of
the symphony, looking at movements within the same symphony.There are areas
that can be chosen to study. These include: Rock and Pop music, Musical Theatre,
Jazz, Into the 20th Century and into the 21st Century.

Throughout the two years, students will extend their knowledge, skills and
understanding developed in GCSE. It provides a worthwhile, satisfying and
complete course of study, which broadens experience, develops imagination,
fosters creativity and promotes personal and social development. Students can
choose to specialise in either performance or composition.

Key Features

* Component |: Performing (externally assessed work)

* Component 2: Composing (externally assessed work)

* Component 3: Appraising (exam)

During the course, there is an emphasis on teaching and learning in a very practical
way which past students have found extremely enjoyable.

Career Considerations

Musical skills lead to creative strengths which are prized in a wide range of future
careers. Instrumental and compositional talent will lead to excellent opportunities
in classical or popular music — both for playing/singing and management careers.
It is even a good base to become a teacher! Careers that rely on good social

and communication skills e.g. social work, caring professions, advertising, public
relations, business and advertising.

Student Quote
“A really practical course which was enjoyable and has
made me want to continue this as a career.”

Mrs H Meadows
Eduqas

SUITABILITY

* APS 4.5

* Grade 6 in GCSE Music

* Anyone who is interested in
developing particular strengths
and interests in music would
be suited. Since performing and
composing are fundamental
to the course expectations,
students who do not play an
instrument or sing would not
find this course appropriate.

EXAMINATION
& ASSESSMENT
BREAKDOWN

* 40% exam

* 60% externally assessed work
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PHILOSOPHY,

RELIGION AND ETHICS
(RELIGIOUS STUDIES)

RELIEIOS EXPERIENCE

JESUS EVIL AND SUFFERING: EUTHANASIA =

S5 FTHICAL THEORY “JEsi
PHIllJSﬂPHY OF RELIGION

Content and Aims

This course will offer you an exciting opportunity to fuse the study of Philosophy,
Ethics and Religion into one subject. The course is divided into three components.
You will study an introduction to each component in your first year and go into
each of them in more detail in your second year.

Component | —A study of Religion — Christian Thought

This compon ent will include a study of figures, concepts, life as well as the
significant social and historical developments within Christianity. Exploring complex
questions such as can God suffer and how the religion impacts life in Britain.

Component 2 —An introduction to Philosophy of Religion

We will explore the arguments about the existence or non-existence of God,
Gods or ultimate reality; philosophical language and key thinkers and debates in the
philosophy of religion; challenges to religious belief, such as the problem of evil and
suffering; and the nature and influence of religious experience.We will also explore
the psychology of belief in religious phenomenon, including an exploration of symbolism
and myth in religious practices.

Component 3 —An introduction to Religion and Ethics

VWVe will review ethical language and thought on key concepts such as morality and
behaviour. This will include discussion about views on abortion, euthanasia, homosexual
and polyamorous relationships, animal experimentation and the use of nuclear weapons
as a deterrent.

Key Features

* This is an excellent course that will develop students’ academic writing skills,
critical evaluation and ability to reach credible conclusions.

* Students will also develop a deeper understanding of contemporary political
debate on many issues and will be able to engage in academic discussions.

* Students will have a much clearer understanding of multicultural Britain and
issues of equality, diversity, representation and integration.

* Students will develop good skills of critical reasoning and problem-solving. It also
requires them to develop an understanding of quite sensitive issues and beliefs
from different perspectives.

Career Considerations

Many students go onto higher education, particularly to study degrees at university.
This course provides transferable skills, including skills of analysis and evaluation.

It is a good subject if you are interested in ‘people’ jobs e.g. social work, police,
community work, psychological services and education.The examination of ethics
on this course may be considered especially useful for further study in Medicine,
Law and Politics.

PI‘IU}SUF’HFEN OF RELIGION = EUTHANASIA
EIITHANASIA Bt&ﬁ!.':t&%‘;igin

ETHICA

) 5= EUTH

| JESUS

MR S TAWEDE
MISS K BRADSHAW
WIJEC

SUITABILITY

* APS 4.7

* Grade 5 in GCSE English
Language and Literature.

* If studied Religious studies/
Philosophy at GCSE a grade 5
is needed.

* Anybody who is interested
in the big questions, such as
the nature and purpose of life,
ethics, human behaviour, and
how beliefs shape our society,
should consider Philosophy,
Religion & Ethics. It is a subject
where you will have deep
discussion and will need to
have an open mind to consider
many points of views.

EXAMINATION
& ASSESSMENTS
BREAKDOWN

* |00% external examination
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Content and Aims

An A level in Physical Education will equip students with both a depth and breadth
of knowledge, understanding and skills relating to scientific, socio-cultural and
practical aspects of physical education.The focus of the course is being able to
apply a variety of concepts to not only high level performance in a range of sports,
but also what contributes to a balanced, active and healthy lifestyle.

Key Features

Year |2 Theory:

You will learn about the three topic areas which are: Anatomy and Physiology,
Skill Acquisition and Socio-Cultural Studies.You will need to be able to apply your
knowledge to a variety of sports in a range of topic areas.These could include the
application of anatomical and physiological knowledge to improve performance.
Furthermore the process in acquiring, performing and teaching individual
movement skills will also be studied. The impact of socio-cultural factors on sport
and a balanced, active and healthy lifestyle will also be discussed.

Year |3 Theory:

Your knowledge and understanding is further developed through studying Exercise
Physiology, Sport Psychology, Biomechanics and the Sport in the society in your
second year of study. You will learn about exercise physiology and the response of
the body to performance and training.Taking on the role of a sport psychologist
you will learn about the individual differences that make elite athletes and come
up with strategies to help them mentally prepare for performance. Biomechanics
investigates many different scientific aspects of sport often in a practical and
interactive way.

Practical: You will be assessed in one physical activity in a performing or coaching
role.The second part is an observation analysis of your selected sport

Career Considerations

Studying Physical Education at A Level will open many doors for you.Whether it
be studying a related degree at Higher Education or accept an apprenticeship in
the leisure industry. Many of our previous pupils have gone on to read Sport and
Exercise Science at top institutions in the country or pursued careers in teaching,
coaching or professional sport. Others have gained jobs in the leisure industry,
recreational management, or the health and fitness industry by using the skills they
developed throughout the course.

SIXTH FORM

Mr ) Hart /
Mr K Brasier
OCR

SUITABILITY

* APS 4.5

* Grade 5 in GCSE PE

* Two Grade 5s in GCSE
Sciences (discussion with
department if a Grade 4 and 5
are achieved.

* Must play a competitive sport
at a high level, and you will be
expected to belong to a club/
team oustide of school as well
as attending school clubs and
practices.

* You need to be able to cope
with this level course as well
as being an enthusiastic sports
person.

EXAMINATION
& ASSESSMENT
BREAKDOWN

* 100% external examination
(including practical assessment)
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PHYSICS

Content and Aims

OCR Physics gives students an insight into the wonders of the universe, how
engineering works and how particle physics shows us how the building blocks of
everything around us came together.

The aim of doing physics is to provide a secure knowledge of physics, understand
the dynamic world around them, develop practical skills and enhance a student’s
deeper thinking of how everything around them works.

In the first year of physics, the students will cover topics such as:
* Measurements and their errors

* Waves

* Materials

* Mechanics and energy

* Electricity and circuits

* Quantum Physics

In the second year of physics, the students will cover topics such as:
* Electric fields

* Gravitational fields

* Thermal physics

* Nuclear physics

* Medical imaging techniques

* Simple harmonic motion

Career Considerations

A level Physics will enable students to access a wide range of career paths.
Possible routes include, engineering, geophysicist, medical physics and even
career paths such as pilot, architect, astronaut and software developer. Physics
enables students to take on careers which are technically oriented, creative and
challenging, but rewarding in creating new innovative solutions and products.

e——

Mr ) Hutchins
OCRA

SUITABILITY
*APS 5.3
* Two Grade 6s in GCSE
Sciences
(If Triple Science is studied one
must be Physics).
(If Combined Science
is studied, then Physics
components must be Grade 6).
* Grade 6 in GCSE Maths
* Pass the entry exam

EXAMINATION
& ASSESSMENT
BREAKDOWN

* |00% external examination
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POLITICS

Content and Aims
Politics and the decisions made by politicians impacts on all of our lives, now

and in the future. Politics is about how we govern and organise ourselves. The
study of politics on this course will give you valuable insights into the world of
political ideas, debates, processes and key institutions in Britain and in the United
States.You will gain a greater understanding of many of the complex issues facing
governments today. There can be no better time to study Politics due to the
rapidity of change in the world.A Level Politics enables you to develop critical
thinking skills and enhance your ability to interpret, evaluate and comment on
the nature of politics.You will gain skills in communicating complex ideas and
formulating clear substantiated arguments.

Key Features Three examinations

Unit | UK Politics:

A study of Political participation and Core Political Ideas. In Political Participation
students study democracy and participation, political parties, electoral

systems, voting behaviour and the media. In Core Political ideas students study
conservatism, liberalism and socialism.

Unit 2 UK Government:

A study of UK government and a non-core political idea. In UK government
students will study the constitution, parliament, Prime Minister and executive and
relationships between the branches.They will also study a non-core political idea
that will either be anarchism, ecologism, feminism, multiculturalism or nationalism.

Unit 3 — Comparative Politics-USA

Comparison with the USA. Students will study the US Constitution and federalism,
US Congress, US Presidency, US Supreme Court and civil rights, democracy and
participation, comparative theories.

Career Considerations

A Level Politics is a rigorous and versatile qualification that demonstrates to
universities and employers the valuable ability to express ideas clearly and to make
links between strands of thought and undertake sophisticated evaluations.The A
Level Politics qualification is well thought-of and is recognised by all universities.An
A Level in Politics may lead to all kinds of possible careers including law, the media,
banking, advertising, journalism, social work, teaching and many other professions.

Dr ) Haynes
EDEXCEL

SUITABILITY

* APS 4.7

* Grade 5 in GCSE English
Language or Literature

* Grade 5 in GCSE History or
Geography

ASSESSMENT
BREAKDOWN

* 3x 2hour examinations
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PSYCHOLOGY

Content and Aims
Psychology is the study of human behaviour and what causes individuals to behave
in the way they do, looking at a variety of different approaches to explain their
behaviour.

In the first year students will study for the first of three exams: Introductory
Topics in Psychology. In this paper students will learn about the Psychology of
Memory, Psychopathology, Attachment and Social Influence. Students will be
discussing questions such as how do babies attach to a caregiver and what affect
does early attachment have on future development.They will study what makes
the majority of people conform to societal rules and expectations whilst others
prefer to be in the minority and show in their individuality. In the second exam
paper students look at Psychology in Context; within this unit they look at
Biopsychology, Research Methods and Approaches within Psychology. This paper
tests the students understanding of the scientific processes used within Psychology
and how the different approaches seek to explain a variety of human behaviours
from perspectives such as behavioural and biological. It is important to note that
Research Methods is worth 25% of the entire grade.

In the second year students will build upon their knowledge and understanding
from their first year. Students will learn from a range of options including
Schizophrenia, Aggression and Relationships as well as Issues and Debates withing
Psychology.They will have to take a total of 3 exams at the end of their second
year where they will be tested using a variety of multiple choice, short answer and
extended writing questions.

Key Features

Teaching is through evaluation of key psychological research pieces, group work,
mini activities, video and carrying out research. At A level understanding is
tested through essay skills and short answers skills for the research method topic.
Psychology will make you question everything about who you think you are and
the independence of the way you behave. Research will interest and shock you!
Dedication to learning new terminology is essential.

Career Considerations

You could: follow a degree course in Psychology, Social Science, Nursing,
Advertising, or any that is personnel based, enter a Higher National course in

a related programme, seek employment in the area of human resources, the
care sector, hotel management, advertising, police, prison service, probation and
education.

Student Quote
“I can’t read people’s minds but I can understand them
a lot better.”

Mrs L Nye
AQA

SUITABILITY

* APS 4.7

* Grade 5 in GCSE Maths

* Grade 5 in either GCSE
Language or Literature

* Two grade 4s needed in GCSE
Sciences

* If studied Psychology at GCSE
a grade 5 is needed

* We recommend any students
below a Grade 6 in Maths,
additionally take the Level 3
Mathematical Studies course.

EXAMINATION
& ASSESSMENT
BREAKDOWN

* |00% external examination
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Content and Aims
In Sociology there are three compulsory units in Year 12: Education, Methods in
context and Research Methods. Students will also study the topic of Families and
Households. In the Education and Research Methods paper we study the role and
function of the education system - whether education is fair and if it

promotes or hinders social mobility. Alongside this unit we also study Research
Methods, evaluating strengths and weaknesses of methods and considering which
are the most suitable within different contexts of the study of education. In
Families and Households students explore how the family has changed over time
due to social and political changes and what functions it performs for society and
the individual. We examine contemporary issues including the impact of
globalisation on demography as well as the increasing diversity of family types.

InYear |3 students study Crime and Deviance Theory and methods and Beliefs in
Society. Year two of the A level takes a deeper and broader exploration into socio-
logical theory as well as further considering issues surrounding research methods.
In the Crime and Deviance unit students are encouraged to consider the social
profile of who commits crime and explore in detail the theory explaining crime
and deviance.The unit examines the role of punishment in society and its effective-
ness for all stakeholders: victims, individuals and society as a whole, how society
deals with offenders and the effects crime has on societies. Students study broad
sociological theory building on their understanding of methods from year 12.In
Beliefs in Society we consider the role and function of religion; students deepen
their understanding of the sociological perspectives and explore the validity of
science as a modern belief system. At A level students develop deep and sophisti-
cated skills of analysis and evaluation and are coached on how to write with flare
demonstrating a critical understanding.

Key Features

* The course uses a very wide range of material — text, cartoons, statistics, newspapers,
magazines — which you will need to interpret and analyse

* Sociology is about debate and argument — the abilities to use evidence in a balanced way
and draw conclusions are crucial skills developed in this course

* You need to be interested in what is going on in society — Sociology changes as fast as
the society in which we live

* It is a thought-provoking and challenging subject because it makes you re-think ‘common
sense’ views and assumptions

Career Considerations

The skills you learn in Sociology are marketable and having it on your CV shows
that you understand the world around you. Sociology trains students to answer
the ‘what’,‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about human societies giving students the
competitive edge in the job market. Health and Welfare services, Education,
Journalism, Public Relations, Police, Research and Medicine.

Dr Catherine Heffernan: “| find that my sociological background is invaluable to
my day-to-day work... A fantastic grounding for public health work.”

SOCIOLOGY

Mrs M Ward
AQA

SUITABILITY

*APS 4.2

* Grade 5 in GCSE English
Language or Literature

¢ If studied Sociology at GCSE a
grade 5 is needed

* Anybody who is interested in
the society in which they live
and in the differences between
people should consider this
course. A lively interest in
current affairs is desirable, and
you need to be prepared to
undertake additional reading
from textbooks, periodicals,
magazines and newspapers.

EXAMINATION
& ASSESSMENT
BREAKDOWN

* |00% external examination
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Content and Aims
Social issues and trends:
Students must study the themes and sub-themes below in relation to at least
one Spanish speaking country.Where Spain is not specified, students may study
the themes in relation to any Spanish-speaking country. Students must study the
themes and sub-themes using a range of sources, including material from online
media.

Aspects of Hispanic society

* Modern and traditional values (Los valores tradicionales y modernos)
* Cyberspace (El ciberespacio)

* Equal rights (La igualdad de los sexos)

* Multiculturalism in Hispanic society

* Immigration (La Inmigracion)

* Racism (El Racismo)

* Integration (La Convivencia)

Political and artistic culture:
Students must study the themes and sub-themes below in relation to at least one Spanish
speaking country.
Artistic culture in the Hispanic world
* Modern day idols (La influencia de los idolos)
* Spanish regional identity (La identidad regional en Espafia)
* Cultural heritage or cultural landscape (El patrimonio cultural)
Aspects of political life in the Hispanic world
* Today’s youth, tomorrow’s citizens (Jévenes de hoy, ciudadanos de mafiana)
* Monarchies, republics and dictatorships (Monarquias, republicas y dictaduras)

* Popular movements (Movimientos populares)

Grammar

A level students will be expected to understand the grammatical system and
structures of the language. In the exam students will be required to use, actively
and accurately, grammar and structures appropriate to the tasks set, including
writing essays spontaneously, responding to spoken passages in Spanish and a
translation. For students, it implies the knowledge of both forms and functions of
each key grammatical element of the Spanish language at an apporpriate level of
accuracy and complexity. The lists are available on the AQA website.

Career Considerations

The ability to speak and understand a foreign language is an invaluable asset in itself
and is becoming increasingly important as our link with mainland Europe becomes
closer and the world of work demands more flexibility and travel. Many university
courses offer study of a language as a degree component in conjunction with
other subjects, such as Engineering, Geography and Business Studies. A language
qualification will give you the edge when you apply for university places and in your
future career.

SPANISH

Mrs Reydet-Clark
AQA

SUITABILITY
*APS 5.3
* Grade 6 in GCSE Spanish

EXAMINATION
& ASSESSMENT
BREAKDOWN

* |00% external examination
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BTEC LEVEL 3

Content and Aims

The BTEC Diploma is a specialist qualification that focuses on particular aspects of
employment within Sport. You learn by completing projects and assignments that
are based on realistic workplace situations, activities and demands.The majority of
the units are coursework based with a few that are externally assessed (exams).
There are opportunities for students to choose Single, Double or Triple Sports
BTEC with each option counting as one A-Level.

Units taught:

Single BTEC Sport:

Anatomy and Physiology, Fitness testing and programming,
Professional development in sport and Practical sports performance.

Double Btec Sport: all of the above and:
Sports leadership, Coaching for performance, Technical and tactical demands
of sport, Investigating business and Skill acquisition.

Triple Btec Sport: all of the above and:

Research Methods in Sport, Sport Event Organisation, Development and provision
of sport, Rules and Regs and officiating in sport and Work Experience in active
leisure.

Key Features

Practical, work related course which includes internal and external workshops.
Mixture of learning through written exam.

* Single 2 exams and 2 units

* Double 3 exams and 6 units

* Triple 4 exams and 10 units

Career Considerations
A BTEC Diploma prepares you for employment in Sport and provides a good
grounding to go on to a degree level qualification.

* Work within the Sports Industry, including Sport Development Officer,
Personal Fitness Trainer.
* Teaching or coaching of all ages
* Careers that rely on good social and communication skills e.g. social work, caring
* professions, advertising, public relations and even the police or the armed forces.

Mr ) Hart
Mr K Brasier
Edexcel

SUITABILITY

* APS 4.0

* Grade 4 in GCSE English
Language or Literature

* One grade 4 in GCSE Science

* For Triple Sport,a Grade 4 in
GCSE PE or a Level 2 Merit in
BTEC Sport must be achieved.

* Preferably you will have already
developed a keen interest
in sport both in and outside
of the academy. Students
need to have a passion and
commitment for sport.You
must be prepared to assist
in the development of sport
within the academy and
community.

EXAMINATION
& ASSESSMENT
BREAKDOWN

* Combination of coursework,
exam and externally set tasks
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Content and Aims

All students at SWA are given the opportunity to continue with their studies outside of their regular
subject areas in order to enhance their skills base and gain further qualifications and to build upon
their existing abilities. The exceptions to this is if students are studying Further or Additional Maths
or the rugby, football or netball options.

The wider objective of the Enrichment option at SWA is that students will be equipped with
knowledge and reasoning skills to use in their daily lives, work and further academic study. It provides
opportunities for students to think deeply, and in a structured way, about issues that are important
to participating in society, enabling them to make reasoned and evidenced decisions and moreover to
gain skills that are directly applicable to a range of academic and vocational jobs and courses.

Since Enrichment is not determined by other A levels being studied, students can both substantially
draw from and directly add to their chosen specialist areas when following their course.

Enrichment Options

The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) allows students to investigate one area of their own
interest in much further depth and involves choosing a topic and carrying out research into that area
of study, supported in small groups by a supervisor. This is then backed up with a programme of
taught skills sessions to enable successful completion of the project. There is no exam but students
produce either a dissertation-type essay or physical product together with a shorter report.The EPQ
is all about the researching and developing of work, as well as actually producing it. It is very well
regarded by both Universities and employers alike since it provides a raft of skills that are required
post secondary school and demonstrates a good degree of initiative and is worth half an A Level at
A2 standard.

MOOCs (Massive Open Online Courses) - We actively encourage all students to consider enrolling
on a MOOC and this is an additional option on offer. These are short courses offered by universities
in a wide range of different subjects and will be completed under the students’ own initiative and in
their own time. What they offer however is an opportunity to extend knowledge and understanding
of a particular area that is pertinent to an individual’s courses and/or to explore a new area. In
addition, MOOC:s offer a wonderful opportunity to demonstrate to universities and to potential
employers that the individual has some considerable initiative and is fully capable of independent
learning.

Teachers for Tomorrow - In the Teachers for Tomorrow programme (T4T) you will be working
alongside a teacher to specifically help individuals with their learning. This is a great opportunity for
anyone thinking of entering the world of teaching, to see both the joys and the trials of getting ideas
across to younger minds!

Duke of Edinburgh award - For the past seven decades, the Charity has inspired and transformed
the lives of millions of young people from all walks of life. From volunteering to physical activities, life
skills to expeditions, achieving a DofE Award at Silver/Gold level is a passport to a brighter future,
valued by employers and universities.

Dance Ambassadors - Dance is offered as an Enrichment option whereby students are expected to
spend a few hours a week in the dance department in various roles, supporting students in their
choreography lessons, helping to run the dance club, hosting parents and students at open evenings
and performing as part of the student dance company in shows in and outside school.

GCSE retakes — the school offers all students the opportunity to support and to resit their Maths
and/or English GCSEs if they need to as we recognise that these are required for the vast majority of
courses and careers.

Subject Ambassadors - this is the opportunity to work alongside Heads of Department in a subject
area students ae passionate about. This may include tutoring GCSE students, creating displays that get
students thinking or creating revision resources to help others.

SIXTH FORM

Dr ) Haynes

EXAMINATION
& ASSESSMENT

* EPQ - 5000 word essay, presentation
& logbook or 1000 word essay,
artefact, presentation & logbook

¢ Other options - continuous

assessment throughout.

FURTHER
CONSIDERATIONS

If students are undertaking EPQ then
they must treat this in the same way as
any other A Level subject.

Universities and potential employers do
look for what “extra” the candidate can
offer and our vast and broad choices
for enrichment gives all students the
opportunity to partake.
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MATHEMATICAL

STUDIES
(ENRICHMENT)

Content and Aims
One year course only. Students study a mixture of applied mathematics.
This includes personal finance, modelling, statistics and probability.

Key Features

The course depends heavily on class teaching. Independent practice which
consolidates understandng from this teaching is essential. Students will find this
course supports A levels in Business and Economics and all subjects that use
statistics, including the humanities and the ‘ologies’.

Career Considerations

Mathematics beyond GCSE are much sought after qualifications and can open
the door to a host of career oppportunities, many of which have no obvious link
with Mathematics. The higher education courses or careers which either require
or strongly prefer Mathematics qualifictions include: Economics, Architecture,
Engineering, Accountancy, Psychology, Environmental Science, Computing,
Information Technology and any of the Sciences.

Student Quote
“Mathematics creates the models by which we understand
our world. Carry it as a passport and doors open for you.”

Mr P Fernandes
Edexcel

SUITABILITY
* Grade 4 in GCSE Maths

EXAMINATION
& ASSESSMENT
BREAKDOWN

* |00% external examination
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FURTHER

MATHEMATICS

(ENRICHMENT)

Content and Aims
In conjunction with A level Mathematics students can take Further Mathematics.
Students can choose Further Mathematics as part of their enrichment in the Sixth
Form.Although the course can be taken as a 2 year A level course, students will sit
an AS qualification at the end of Year 12 and can then decide not to continue with
their study of Further Mathematics in Year 13.

Further Pure— extends knowledge of pure mathematics from the A level
Mathematics course and introduces fresh themes including matrices, complex

numbers, hyperbolic functions and polar coordinates.

Applied Mathematics- students will be introduced to decision mathematics, where

students will be using algorithms to solve problems applied to business and finance.

The mechanics section will build on Newtonian physics of the A level Mathematics
course, and introduce students to mathematical modelling of the real world.

Key Features

The course counts as a timetabled A level option.We expect students to be
independent workers, especially in exam question rehearsal. This is an extremely
challenging course aimed at very good Mathematicians.

Career Considerations

Further Mathematics at A level is a much sought after qualification. Many of the
more traditional universities consider this as an essential course if you wish to
study Mathematics, Engineering or the Pure Sciences.

Student Quote

“Throughout Year 12 and I3 the devotion of the teachers
and the standard of teaching was exemplary and my
knowledge from A level Mathematics and further
Mathematics has provided an excellent foundation for
further study.”

Mr KWray
Edexcel

SUITABILITY

* APS 6.1

* Grade 8 in GCSE Maths

* Grade 6 in GCSE Physics

* If level 2 further maths is
completed, a pass grade is
needed

* Further Mathematics can
only be studied by a student
taking A level Mathematics.
Everyone wishing to study
Further Mathematics will be
interviewed on application

EXAMINATION
& ASSESSMENT
BREAKDOWN

* |00% external examination
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WHITBREAD RUGBY
ACADEMY (ENRICHMENT)

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH NORTHAMPTON SAINTS

Content and Aims
Students who wish to be part of the Northampton Saints Rugby Development Course
will be able to choose this as an enrichment as well as their 3 A level or BTEC courses.
The Rugby course lasts two years and runs alongside their studies, allowing them

to “live like a professional rugby player” whilst doing their studies.We have weekly
competitive fixtures and an expectation to do well in the NatVVest National Cup
Competition, and the students on this course will be able to gain plenty of match
experience during their time at Samuel Whitbread. They will have extra training
sessions delivered to a high standard from Northampton Saints Academy and head
coach, Edd Rhodes consisting of mentoring and Strength and Conditioning programs
specifically designed for rugby players and nutritional advice.To participate in the
course students must reach the demands of the entry requirements of the courses
they select alongside rugby.The standard entry for the sixth form is required to join
this course.

Key Features

* Students will have access to excellent coaching from Level 3 Rugby
Coach Edd Rhodes (Northampton Saint Academy coach).

* Students will have opportunities to progress with the Northampton Saints,
East Midlands and many other Championship Clubs.

* Students will have opportunities to complete RFU refereeing
and coaching qualifications.

* Students will have various volunteering opportunities at local schools
and club events to gain experience and improve their CV.

* Students will have Gym programs designed for optimizing performance
on the rugby pitch.

* Greater understanding of a professional sport and expectations
of a student athlete.

Career Considerations

This rugby course will enable students to sit 3 A-Levels or BTEC courses whilst
receiving expert coaching. Opportunities to progress rugby career with various
Premiership, Championship and National League rugby clubs as well as East
Midlands and County representative sides.VVe also aim to give the students
volunteering opportunities by getting them to organise and run lower and middle
school rugby events, refereeing in local tournaments and matches and assist with
coaching the younger age group rugby teams at the school. By passing the other
A levels selected, students will have access to further education or employment.
We have developed strong links with some of UK’s top universities to assist in
taking the next step in education.

Mr Woodhead

SUITABILITY

Candidates for this course will
need to have a strong understand-
ing of rugby and be playing to a
high level. They will be expected to
be representing the school team
with an attitude to constantly raise
standards for yourself, the team
and the wider Samuel Whitbread
community. The rugby course

will be extremely demanding and
students will be pushed very hard.
Students will need to be able to
challenge themselves and will need
a very good work ethic. Students
will have fitness tests on a regular
basis and will be required to show
improvements throughout the
course.

If you would like any more
information please visit the
Whitbread Rugby website.

If you have any questions

please contact us at
erhodes@bestacademies.org.uk
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Content and Aims
Students who wish to be part of the Samuel Whitbread Football Academy will
choose this as their 4th option in Year 12.This course will give the players

the opportunity to experience the life of a professional football player whilst
completing their studies. They will have extra training sessions delivered to an elite
& professional level from our highly qualified UEFA coaches that have experience
of playing at a high level.

As part of the programme students will be working on vital areas of the game such
as strength & conditioning, tactical, technical & also gain nutritional advice.

To participate in the course, students must reach the demands of the entry
requirements of the courses they select alongside Football. The standard entry for
the sixth form is also required.

Key Features

* Students will have access to excellent UEFA qualified coaching.

* Students will have opportunities to progress within the semi-professional /
professional game.

* Students will have opportunities to go to America on a scholarship with the links
Samuel Wwhitbread have, providing the work is put in both academically and on
the football side.

* Students will have opportunities to go onto university with a much better chance
of representing a top level sporting university.

* Students will have various volunteering opportunities with Samuel Whitbread to
gain experience and improve their CV.

* Extensive football fixtures in AOC leagues and national competitions.

» Opportunities to represent Shefford Town & Campton in the southern counties
youth floodlit league throughout the season.

* Excellent links with local semi-professional clubs, providing students with a clear
route into the senior game.

* Students will have the opportunity to complete an FA Level | coaching badge
and The FA referee course qualification.

* Regular match analysis using our VEO camera, with individual player access to the
player platform.

Career Considerations

This football course will enable students to sit 3 A-Levels whilst receiving
professional level coaching. By passing the other A levels selected, students

will have access to further education or employment.VVe also aim to give our
students the opportunity to begin their own coaching journey if they wish.This will
include opportunities to organise lower and middle school sporting events, referee
in local tournaments and matches and assist with coaching the younger age group
Football teams at the school.

WHITBREAD
FOOTBALL ACADEMY
(ENRICHMENT)

Mr ) Goldman

SUITABILITY

Candidates for this course will
need to have a strong understanding
of Football and be playing to a high
level. They will be expected to be
representing their school team

as well as playing Football outside
of school. The Football course will
be extremely demanding and
students will be pushed very hard.
Students will need to be able to
challenge themselves and will need
a very good work ethic.

Students will have fitness tests on
a regular basis and will berequired
to show improvements throughout
the course.

If you would like any more
information please visit the
Whitbread Football website.

If you have any questions

please contact us at
swa-football@bestacademies.org.uk
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Content and Aims
Whitbread Netball Academy is a unique part of the 6th Form and we are delighted to
offer an outstanding educational programme combining first class academic options with
a high-performance netball development programme.

Our netball programme is aimed at female students |16 years old and above. Students can
study any combination of A-Levels or BTEC courses and are ultimately able to create their
own unique education program whilst playing and training at a high level and becoming one
of our highly esteemed student athletes.

The Netball Programme continues across two years with students able to work on their
personal game; their knowledge and understanding of the game and train and play at a
high-level with other like-minded student athletes, all whilst receiving high quality teaching
and learning in an outstanding sixth form.

The aim of the programme is to progress through county and regional tournaments to
the national competition each year.The programme offers regular fixtures as students play
regular games against (including but not limited to), local opposition, Bedfordshire county
schools competition and the Sisters N Sport national competition. Each player will be
encouraged and mentored by the lead coach who will design and deliver specific training
programmes to get the student into peak netball performance condition.

Students must firstly meet the standard entry requirements of the 6th Form and must also
meet the demands of the entry requirements of the courses they are applying for. Students
wishing to apply for the netball academy must tick the box on their SWA application form.

Key Features

* Students will have access to excellent coaching from an England Netball UKCC
Level 2 Qualified Coach.

* Students will have the opportunity to gain their England Netball INTO Umpiring
C-Award Qualification and their Level-I Coaching Qualification

* Students will train for a minimum of four hours per week and play a minimum of one
game per week

* Students will have the opportunity to attend netball workshops, guest speaker
workshops and professional netball games

* Student will have various volunteering opportunities at school and other local school and
club events to gain experience and improve their university application and/or CV

* Students will have individualised player development programmes and strength and
conditioning programs designed for optimizing performance on the netball court.

* Students will gain a greater understanding of high-performance sport whilst being part
of a positive environment

Career Considerations

The netball course will enable students to sit their A-Levels or BTEC qualifications
whilst receiving expert coaching. The opportunities to gain further umpiring and
coaching qualifications as well as volunteering opportunities will enable the students
to further their education outside of their course, provide the opportunity for paid
employment and will also help bolster the student’s university application and/or
CV leading to greater opportunities.

WHITBREAD
NETBALL ACADEMY
(ENRICHMENT)

Miss L Davies

SUITABILITY

Candidates for this course

will need to have a strong
understanding of netball and

be playing at a high level. They
will be expected to represent
their school team as well as

play netball outside of school if
their schedule allows.The netball
course will be both challenging
and physically demanding with
students being pushed hard.
Students are required to commit
to pushing themselves and will
need a strong personal work
ethic. Students will need to be
able to balance the demands

of a high-performance netball
programme and their studies and
show improvements throughout
these courses.

If you would like any more
information please visit the
Whitbread Netball website.

If you have any questions please
contact us at
swa-netball@bestacademies.org.uk
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CONTACT

For more information about Sixth Form at Samuel
Whitbread please view our Sixth Form Handbook
on the SWA website.

If you have any questions about any of the courses offered or the application process please
call the Sixth Form office on 01462 628059 or email the Sixth Form team at:
swa-sixthformadmissions@bestacademies.org.uk

The Sixth Form Application Form can be found on the Samuel Whitbread Academy website.
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