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Taking the Next Step

Option pathways after year 11

Sixth Form College Apprenticeships

Level 3 courses:
A Levels

L3 BTEC’s
L3 Applied

Level 2 and 3 courses:
GCSEs

A Levels
L3 BTECs

L3 Applied
T Levels

Linked to college and 
work places

Please speak to the careers advice team for further guidance.



Year 13 
Results

2023

A*-A or 
equivalent 26%

A*-B or 
equivalent 56%

A*-C or 
equivalent 82%

A*-E or 
equivalent 99%

In 2023, SWA Sixth Form was first in the 
Central Bedfordshire Local Authority

We are an 
aspirational Sixth 

Form



“Members of the school community 

are proud of the school’s 

involvement in Sport and the Arts”
OFSTED 2023)



Destinations 2023

Please visit the alumni area of the Sixth Form webpage to view videos of many of our 
students and what they went on to do:

https://www.samuelwhitbread.org.uk/page/?title=Alumni&pid=133

https://www.samuelwhitbread.org.uk/page/?title=Alumni&pid=133


Applications

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

University 
Acceptance 
rate

94% 94% 94% 95% 96%

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

% of students 
successful in 

gaining a place 
at a Russell 

Group 
University (top 

24 research 
based 

Universities in 
the UK)

14% 24% 32% 37% 40%



2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

% of students 
successful in 

gaining a place 
at a Russell 

Group 
University (top 

24 research 
based 

Universities in 
the UK)

14% 24% 32% 37% 40%



2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Apprenticeship 
acceptance 
rate

75% 80% 82% 90% 92%



Courses on offer
A Levels: Philosophy, Religion and Ethics 
Fine Art Physical Education
Biology Physics
Business studies Politics
Chemistry Product Design
Computer science Psychology
Dance Sociology
Drama & Theatre Studies Spanish
English Language & Literature Textiles
English Literature
Film Studies
French BTECs and Applied Level 3:
Geography Applied Science Media
Graphic Communications Business (Single and Double) Music Technology
History Engineering (Single) Sport (Single,
Mathematics Food and Nutrition Double & Triple)
Music Health and Social Care
Further Mathematics Information Technology

38 Courses

Warning: Courses with low demand on the first day of the academic year in September, may be cut.



Entry and Course Requirements

• Five grade 5s minimum for entry to A Level courses
• Six Grade 4s minimum for entry to BTEC/Applied 

courses
• Each subject has its own entry requirement and 

Average Point Score (see page 8, 9 and 10 in the 
handbook) 





• Handbook or 
Prospectus 

• Course leaders
• Website

Where can I find more 
information? 



Head Students

Madeline Doughty and Max Andrews





Extra-curricular, Super-
curricular and Enrichment 











Extra Curricular and Enrichment: 
Sports Academies

Northampton Saints Rugby 
Development course

Samuel Whitbread Football 
Academy

Whitbread Netball Academy 
partnered with Saracens 

Mavericks

Please take a look at the Sixth Form web pages for further details and videos of the 
sports academies or visit the sports academies near the gym tonight.

https://www.samuelwhitbread.org.uk/page/?title=Whitbread+Sports+Academy&pid=
158

https://www.samuelwhitbread.org.uk/page/?title=Whitbread+Sports+Academy&pid=158


Assistant Head of Sixth Form 
Head of Year 12
Mrs Susie Hoad



Making the Transition 
Support for our students:
• Interventions (1:1, lunch, afterschool) 
• Dedicated CEIAG Coordinator (4YPUK) and PASO 
• Counselling 
• Peer Mentoring 
• 16-19 Bursary fund 
• Special Educational Needs Support
• The Society higher academic pathway – please 

speak with Mr Huckle about the Sixth Form 
Society.



Work experience opportunities

• One week is allocated at the end of the summer term of year 12 for 
ALL students to go on work experience.

• The work experience needs to be planned and organised by the 
student – the school does not do this for you.

• The sixth form team will make visits or phone calls to check students 
at their work experience placement

If you would like more advanced information on the year 12 work 
experience week please speak with Mrs Jackman on the enrichment 
stall at the open evening or email rjackman@bestacademies.org.uk

mailto:rjackman@bestacademies.org.uk


Sixth Form Dress Code – Professional



Transportation for 2024-2025

Please note that sixth form students are not guaranteed a place on the school bus. A 
concession is sold when there is a spare seat on a non-registered route and are sold on 
a first come first served basis so please aim to have your form completed and payment 
made by around mid-August. A concession will be honoured to the end of the term in 
which it is purchased. 

To apply for a concessionary pass you will need to email Central Bedfordshire transport -
mainstream.transport@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk requesting them to post a form out 
to you. All application forms will be sent out on the same day first class to give equal 
opportunity. This form is to be used for those students who wish to travel to school by 
bus, but who do not qualify for any kind of free or subsidised transportation.

Please direct any transport queries you may have to
swa-transport@bestacademies.org.uk

Please see the transport section of the Sixth Form webpage and Mr Whittle on the 
transport stall in The Street.

mailto:mainstream.transport@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:swa-transport@bestacademies.org.uk


Associate Principal – Head of Sixth Form

Mr L Huckle



Application Process
Next steps
• Discuss your choices with family, teachers and 

course leaders
• Speak to department leaders and students 
• Think about your future! 
• What courses do you need for your next step? 
• Please apply online by 23rd February 2024. 

Application forms can be found here: 
https://www.samuelwhitbread.org.uk/page/?title=Applications+%26amp%3B+Admi
ssions&pid=59

https://www.samuelwhitbread.org.uk/page/?title=Applications+%26amp%3B+Admissions&pid=59


Website

Online applications need to be received by 23rd February 2024

https://www.samuelwhitbread.org.uk/page/
?title=KS5+Curriculum+%26amp%3B+Course
s&pid=231

https://www.samuelwhitbread.org.uk/page/?title=KS5+Curriculum+%26amp%3B+Courses&pid=231


https://www.qmul.ac.uk/outreach/digital-content-hub-/

https://www.qmul.ac.uk/outreach/digital-content-hub-/


Contact the Sixth Form
swa-sixthformadmissions@bestacademies.org.uk

• Miss Collins – Administration and applications  
lcollins@bestacademies.org.uk

• Mrs Bonham – Pastoral and Academic Support Officer 
cbonham@bestacademies.org.uk

• Mrs Hoad – Assistant Head of Sixth Form – Head of Year 12           
shoad@bestacademies.org.uk

• Mr Tonking - Assistant Head of Sixth Form – Head of Year 13            
ctonking@bestacademies.org.uk

• Mr Huckle – Associate Principal – Head of Sixth Form
lhuckle@bestacademies.org.uk

• Website: www.samuelwhitbread.org.uk
• Facebook: SWA Sixth form

Please watch our other Sixth Form videos on the website here:  
https://www.samuelwhitbread.org.uk/page/?title=Sixth+Form+Open+Evening&

pid=144

mailto:swa-sixthformadmissions@bestacademies.org.uk
mailto:lcollins@bestacademies.org.uk
mailto:cbonham@bestacademies.org.uk
mailto:shoad@bestacademies.org.uk
mailto:ctonking@bestacademies.org.uk
mailto:lhuckle@bestacademies.org.uk
http://www.samuelwhitbread.org.uk/
https://www.samuelwhitbread.org.uk/page/?title=Sixth+Form+Open+Evening&pid=144



