
 

 

 Business at Samuel Whitbread Academy 
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Business is at the centre of the global economy: it is dynamic and unites nations through the language of trade. Studying Business at Samuel Whitbread Academy enables you 
to develop an understanding of the world; the varying behaviours of businesses and how these may affect us as consumers. We focus on developing your presentational, 
analysis and evaluation skills as we explore the most favourable options for businesses to pursue in order for them to achieve success and their objectives.  
 
The world of business dominates our local, national and global news; it is constantly evolving and continues to provide new opportunities, and threats, to millions of people 
across the world. Most of the working population are employed by businesses and employers are seeking commercially aware young people to support and innovate to 
ensure they can be successful in a competitive market. Studying Business and Enterprise allows you to explore local, small and medium enterprises, comparing their 
similarities and differences, whilst researching the factors that have enabled them to be successful. This research is then built upon in the creation of your own business plan. 
 
The learning journey initially focuses on what makes a small business successful, but as the study of Business continues we build knowledge and understanding and move 
gradually to evaluating international businesses at A Level.  
 
Studying Business can help individuals on a variety of career paths, including marketing, human resources, and management in a vast range of different industries, including 
hospitality, banking, retail management, engineering and fashion. 
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A Level Business is split into 4 themes; Marketing and People, Managing Business Activities, Business Decisions and Strategy and Global Business. This allows 
for deep exploration of the fields of study separately, whilst also making links across the curriculum.  
 
Our Business lessons follow the Edexcel A Level Business curriculum, and students study content based on the 4 key functions of Business. This includes 
Marketing, Human Resources, Finance and Operations. These skills are transferable into different areas of the specification, and our lessons focus on how 
these areas can vary for different businesses. Students study Business for 9 hours each cycle, and these lessons are split into Theme 1, Marketing and People 
and Theme 2 managing Business activity in Year 12. The students then continue to study Theme 3, Business Decisions and Strategy and Theme 4 Global 
Business in Year 13.  
 
Business lessons focus on real life business case studies, and recommending how they can improve based on a situation given in an exam question. Students 
will build the skills of application, analysis and evaluation within Business lessons. 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

  

Im
p

ac
t 

Our Intent and Implementation aim to ensure that all Business students gain knowledge and understanding of how businesses operate, and critically analyse 
and evaluate business problems while giving recommendations for them.  
 
Students are regularly assessed to check their understanding and progress within each of the units they are taught in Key Stage 5.  
 
Our assessments include: 

• Regular Enquiry Question assessments which are teacher marked.  

• Peer and self-assessment of lesson tasks.  

• Fortnightly Question cycles which are teacher assessed and whole-class feedback is provided.  

• IPE exams throughout Year 12 and 13. 
 

The Business department consistently and regularly provide feedback to our students through our KS5 folder scrutiny process, assessment-based questions, 
and enquiry question assessments, ensuring that all of our learners make progress through their topic-based learning.  
At Samuel Whitbread Academy, our success as a Business department relies on the enthusiasm students have for our subject, our lessons, and their voices are 
vital in our continuing growth.   
 

 


