
Component 1 –  
Theme 1: Issues of Relationships 

  
This theme requires learners to consider characteristics of relationships, marriage and family life. Through a study of beliefs and teachings, questions relating to 
issues of relationships in the twenty-first century will be considered, including same sex relationships and gender roles. Learners are expected to make relevant 
references to scripture and other sources of authority.

Concepts:   
From the study of the above areas learners will gain an understanding of the 
following concepts:  

• Adultery 
• divorce 
• cohabitation  
• commitment 
• contraception 
• gender equality   
• responsibilities  
• roles  

Learners should be able to explain and apply these concepts in relation to the 
theme. 

 
 

 
Issues of Relationships: Example questions 
 
 (a) What is meant by 'vows' in a religious marriage service? [2]  
 (b) Describe ways in which families are important in a faith community. [5]  
 (c) From two different religions or two religious traditions, explain attitudes to 
same sex relationships. [8]  
(d) “Sex outside marriage is always wrong.”   [15 + 6] Discuss this statement 
showing that you have considered more than one point of view.  (You must 
refer to religion and belief in your answer.)  
 
 



Theme 2: Issues of Life and Death 
This theme requires learners to consider religious and non-religious beliefs about the nature of life and death and the origins and value of the universe and 
human life. Learners are expected to make relevant references to scripture and other sources of authority as well as the beliefs of Humanists and Atheists. 

 
Concepts:  From the study of the above areas learners will gain an 
understanding of the following concepts:  

• afterlife 
• environmental sustainability 
• euthanasia 
• evolution 
• abortion 
• quality of life 
• sanctity of life 
• soul 

Learners should be able to explain and apply these concepts in relation to the 
theme. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Issues of Life and Death: Example questions 
 
(a) What is meant by 'sanctity of life'? [2] 
(b) Why might there be differences of belief about creation within the same 
religion? [5] 
(c) From two different religions or two religious traditions, explain beliefs 
about life after death. [8] 
(d) “It is a woman's right to choose abortion.” Discuss the statement showing 
that you have considered more than one point of view. (You must refer to 
religious and non-religious beliefs, such as those held by Humanists and 
Atheists, in your answer.) [15] 
 



Theme 3: Good and Evil 
This theme requires learners to consider philosophical questions concerning the origins and nature of good and evil. Through a study of teachings and beliefs, 
questions relating to the causes of crime and attitudes towards the aims of punishment and treatment of criminals will be considered. Learners are expected to 
make relevant references to scripture and other sources of authority. 

 
 
 

 
Concepts: From the study of the areas above learners will gain an 
understanding of the following 
concepts: 

● good/evil 
● forgiveness 
● free will 
● justice 
● morality 
● punishment 
● sin 
● suffering 

 
Learners should be able to explain and apply these concepts in relation to the 
theme. 
 

 
Issues of Good and Evil: Example questions 
 
(a) Giving one example, state what is meant by 'sin'. [2] 
(b) With reference to one religion you have studied, explain views about the 
use of the death penalty. [5] 
(c) From two different religions or two religious traditions, explain views 
about 'free will'. [8] 
(d) “The existence of suffering proves there is no God.” 
Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one 
point of view. (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer). [15] 



Theme 4: Human Rights 
This theme considers contemporary issues of human rights and social justice and their relationship with religion and belief. Learners will be expected to consider 
specific issues of wealth and poverty, racial prejudice and discrimination. Learners are expected to make relevant references to scripture and other sources of 
authority. 
 

 
 
Concepts: From the study of the areas above learners will gain an 
understanding of the following 
concepts: 

● censorship 
● discrimination 
● extremism 
● human rights 
● personal conviction 
● prejudice 
● relative and absolute poverty 
● social justice 

 
Learners should be able to explain and apply these concepts in relation to the 
theme 
 

Issues of Human Rights: Example questions 
 
(a) Giving one example, state what is meant by ‘discrimination’. [2] 
(b) Describe one example of when personal religious conviction has conflicted 
with the laws of a country. [5] 
(c) Explain from two different religions or two religious traditions, attitudes 
to gaining and using wealth. [8] 
(d) "Religions should do more to fight against racial prejudice and 
discrimination.” 
Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one 
point of view. (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer). [15] 



Component 2 - Christianity 
The compulsory nature of this component ensures that learners know and understand the fact that the religious traditions of Great Britain are, in the main, 
Christian, but also diverse and include the following religious and non-religious traditions: Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, Humanism 
and Atheism. This knowledge may be applied throughout the assessment of the specified content. Learners must know, understand and express common and 
divergent views and the basis for beliefs, teachings and practices. References to relevant sources of wisdom and authority are expected, including scripture and/or 
sacred texts. 

 
From the study of the areas above learners will gain an understanding of the following 
concepts: 

• omnipotent 
• omnibenevolent 
• Trinity 

• incarnation 
• atonement 
• resurrection 

• sacraments 
• evangelism 

Learners should be able to explain and apply these concepts in relation to the theme.



Component 3 – Islam 
Learners should be aware that Islam is one of a diverse range of religious and non-religious traditions and beliefs in Great Britain today that also includes 
Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism, Judaism, Sikhism, Humanism and Atheism, but that the main religious tradition in Great Britain is Christian. This knowledge 
may be applied throughout the assessment of the specified content. Learners must know, understand and express common and divergent views and the basis 
for beliefs, teachings and practices. References to relevant sources of wisdom and authority are expected, including scripture and/or sacred texts. 
 

 
From the study of the areas above learners will gain an understanding of the following concepts: 

● tawhid 
● prophethood 
● halal (permitted) 

● haram (forbidden) 
● greater/lesser jihad 
● mosque 

● shariah (straight path) 
● ummah 

Learners should be able to explain and apply these concepts in relation to the religion. 
 
 


